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PREFACE. 

IT  is  unneceffary  to  inform  the  Public, 
of  the  numbers  of  perfons  of  both 
fexesj  that  are  afflicted  every  Winter, 
with  mod:  dreadful  colds,  coughs,  and 
confumptive  complaints,  in  this  great  me- 
tropolis, and  every  large  town  in  this 
kingdom,  from  the  neglecting  of  flight 
colds  in  their  early  hate.  But  common 
as  this  cafe  is,  the  truth  of  which  moll 
men  acknowledge;  is  it  not  flrange  that 
it  fhould  not  be  ftriking  enough  to  enforcfe 
a ftri&er  attention  to  it,  than  is  paid  in 
common  ? For  its  ccnfequences  are  not 
lefs  (to  fpeak  within  compafs)  than  an 
annual  lots  of  twenty  thoufand  perfons 
in  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain ; belides 
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the  numbers,  who  fuffer  long  and  pain- 
ful illneffcs,  from  rheumatifins,  pleurilies 
quinlies.  See.  arifing  from  the  fame  neg- 
led:,  and  afterwards  recover. 

Phyficians,  from  the  earlieft  date,  have 
cautioned  the  public  againft  letting  colds 
gain  ground  upon  them ; but  as  few  read 
their  writings,  except  thofe  who  make 
phylic  their  profeffion,  and  as  the  world 
often  fufpefts,  that  what  comes  from  them 
muft  be  interefling  to  themfelves  only,  I 
do  not  wonder  that  this  caution  is  not  al- 
ways regarded.  It  has  always  been  diffi- 
cult to  perfuade  men  of  their  true  inte- 
refls,  or  we  fhould  not  have  found  Inocula- 
tion fo  flow,  in  advancing  to  the  confidence 
and  ufe  we  now  fee  it  with  the  people ; 
but  through  the  means  of  the  learned 
and  judicious  Baron  Dymfdale,  it  is  be- 
come familiar  and  fafe,  and  a great  friend 
to  health  and  beauty.  The  Humane  So- 
ciety, through  the  indefatigable  zeal  of 
Dr.  Hawes,  becomes  alfo  daily  more  and 
more  confpicuoufly  ufeful,  in  reftoring, 
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numerous  members  to  the  ftate ; not- 
withftanding  the  many  prejudices  which 
long  prevailed  again  ft  it.  Fadts,  fooner 
or  later,  will  fupport  themfelves,  though 
we  have  fhewn  above,  that  they  are 
fometimes  flow  we  therefore  hope,  that 
the  object  of  the  prefent  trifle  will 
be  attended  to  in  the  courfe  of  time,  and 
the  more  efpecially,  when  it  fhall  appear, 
to  have  been  undertaken,  the  very  oppo- 
fite  to  interefted  motives!  For  were  the 
enclofed  hints  ffrictly  purfued,  the  author 
would  have  very  little  bufinefs,  and  half 
his  brethren  of  the  faculty,  muff  then  be 
obliged  to  feek  fome  other  means,  of  earn- 
ing a livelihood  . 

Two  very  fenfible  writers,  Tiflot  and 
Euchan,  have  addreffed  themfelves  to  the 
public  in  general  on  the  fubjedt  of  medi- 
cine, and  many  excellent  directions  they 
have  given  refpedting  the  management  of 
colds,  and  other  difeafes ; but  on  this 
fubjedt,  they  have  not  entered  fo  fully  as 
we  think  the  diforders  required  j and  in 
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others  they  have  not  confined  themfelves 
within  fuch  limits,  as  to  be  of  ufe, 
without  injury:  Hence  this  little  tract 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  without  its  ufe,  as 
a companion  to  their  celebrated  works; 
for  beyond  a common  cold,  or  a flight 
fever,  perfons  are  not  competent  to  direCt 
for  themfelves. 

It  requires  an  arrangement,  and  com- 
parifon,  of  the  feveral  conflitutions,  and 
fymptoms,  together  with  a number  of 
other  minutia,  which  are  not  to  be  acquire 
ed,  but  by  experience,  and  a knowledge 
of  the  animal  ceconomy,  and  with  which 
very  few  but  medical  men,  are  acquaints 
ed. 

The  works  juft  now  alluded  to,  are 
more  calculated  to  inform  young  practi- 
tioners in  medicine,  and  men  of  letters, 
than  for  the  people  in  general,  who  have 
not  an  opportunity  to  ftudy  the  leading 
characters  which  are  to  diftinguifh  one 
difeafe  from  another;  for  this  is  often 
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attended  with  difficulty,  and  miftakes  are 
fometimes  made,  even,  by  men  eminent 
in  the  profeffion.  It  is  well  known,  that 
phyficians  never  preferibe  for  themfelves. 
The  embarraffiment  of  mind,  and  a num- 
ber of  deceitful  fymptoms,  that  attend 
the  fick,  mufl  for  ever  render  it  impracti- 
cable for  him  to  be  a competent  judge 
of  his  own  difeafe ; and  the  feveral 
changes  and  complications  to  which  it  is 
liable,  ferve  flill  to  encreafe  the  difficulty. 
How  then,  ffiall  the  many  ignorant  per- 
fons,  to  whom  the  above-mentioned  books 
are  left  open  to,  wherein  many  very  po- 
tent medicines  are  recommended,  be 
thought  equal  to  the  talk  of  preferibing, 
either  for  themfelves,  or  for  their  neigh- 
bours ; whom  they  ceafe  not  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  from  urging  to  take  Dr.  James’s 
Powder,  or  any  other  favourite  medicine,1 
let  the  complaint  be  ever  fo  different  from 
what  they  conceived?  Certainly,  the  ap- 
plication of  fuch  powerful  medicines,  re- 
quires the  mod;  judicious  medical  abi- 
lity and  experience. 
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Now,  to  fuch  as  have  a propcnfity  to 
prefcribe  for  the  Tick,  without  being  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  di- 
feafe,  and  the  full  powers  of  the  medicines 
they  apply,  (except  upon  emergency,  and 
where  other  advice  is  not  readily  to  be 
had)  we  would  moil;  earneftly  recommend 
to  read  the  Jixtb  commandment , and  refledt, 
that  by  adminiftring  powerful  drugs, 
much  hazard  is  run,  and  many  melancholy 
difafters  have  happened..  We  believe  it  to 
be  well  intended,  but  cannot  imagine  it 
not  to  be  wicked.  The  number  of  errors 

, i 

which  perpetually  are  made,  none  but 
niedical  men  can  conceive. 

The  intention  of  the  prefent  fheets,  is 
to  convince  the  public,  of  the  danger  of 
depending  too  much  upon  that  fatal  ex- 
pectation of  colds  going  offfpontaneoufly: 
of  trifling  with  little  complaints ; and  of 
trufting  to  fuch  means  as  are  not  likely  to 
remove  them. 
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If  a cold  comes  on  with  any  violence, 
apply  the  means  here  recommended  for 
three  or  four  days,  if  the  patient  does  not 
get  materially  worfe  before,  or  the  com- 
plaint abate  in  that  time,  fend  for  the 
bed;  afiiftance  in  your  power ; if  you  are 
not  able  to  fend  for  a phyfician,  let  it  be 
an  apothecary  of  a humane,  and  tender 
difpolition ; and  one,  who  ifudies  more  to 
remove  the  complaint,  than  how  he  fhall 
load  you  with  a number  of  phials. 

Such  was  my  worthy  friend  and  patron 
Mr.  George  Collins,  furgeon,  who  was- 
revsred  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him. 
For  knowledge  in  his  profeffion,  few  fur- 
paffed  him;  in  goodnefs  of  heart,  fewer 
equalled  him  ; and  in  his  death,  the  rich 
and  poor  had  an  ineftimable  lofs.  He  was 
the  learned  man’s  companion,  and  the 
poor  man’s  friend ; all  Hampflead,  with 
one  accordant  voice  declare,  they 
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I cannot  forbear  embracing  this  oppor- 
tunity, to  pay  fo  juft  and  grateful  tribute 
to  his  memory. 

A man  of  the  above  principles,  will 
not  unneceflarily  load  you  with  naufeous 
drugs,  nor  will  he  add  to  the  calamities  of 
the  poor  tradefman,  by  extravagant  charges, 
which  is  too  often  the  rapacious  practice 
of  the  profeffton. 

To  this  will  be  faid,  ought  not  every 
man  to  live  by  his  bunnefs  $ we  fairly  ad- 
mit it,  and  moft  certainly  expedt  to  do  ib 
ourfelvesi  To  the  (harks  of  the  profeffion 
we  allude,  and  not  to  the  honeft,  candid* 
humane  practitioner,  who  feels  for  others 
ills,  and  others  circumftances. 

We  have  made  two  very  long  quotations-, 
which  moft  feelingly  illuftrate,  and  con- 
firm our  opinions,  and  which  we  think 
cannot  be  too  commonly  known.  The  one 
was  written  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Huxham, 
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of  Plymouth;  and  the  other  by  the  late 
Dr.  Fothergill;  and  the  reafon  why  we 
have  given  them  fo  long  and  full,  is,  fuch 
perfons  as  this  little  work  is  defigned  for, 
have  not  a medical  library  to  confult,  and 
it  would  be  needlefs  to  recommend  them 
by  their  titles  only. 

> / 

The  handfome  manner  which  all  the 
Reviewers  have  fpoken  of  the  Fil'd;  Edi- 
tion, naturally  caufed  it  a rapid  fale.  This 
lad:  has  waited  for  the  additions  that  are 
made,  which  I hope  will  equally  meet 
with  their  approbation,  as  well  as  be  fer- 
viceable  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  inclined  to 
become  confumptive. 

To  Dr.  John  Jebb,  F.  R.  S.  I am  high- 
ly obliged  (tho’  unknown  to  him)  for  a 
very  polite  letter  of  approbation  of  the 
whole  pamphlet,  except  in  one  part 
which  I fhall  gladly  corredj  the  genteel 
manner  which  it  was  fent  to  me,  and  the 
philanthropy  which  he  has  fhewn  in  this 
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fmall  a dt,  is  a ftrong  proof  of  the  good  reefs 
of  his  heart  and  principles. 

4 

After  what  has  been  advanced  in  the 
firft  part  of  the  Preface,  it  may  feem 
Ifrange,  that  I fhould  attempt  to  prefcribe 
beyond  a common  cold,  my  reafons  for  it 
are, 

Firft,  Becaufe  manyperfons  have  defir- 
ed  me  to  make  the  additions  which  are 
here. 

Secondly,  I have  taken  great  care  to  ad- 
vife  fuch  things  only  as  cannot  do  injury, 
ufed  with  the  precautions  here  directed. 

Thirdly,  I have  been  more  minute  in 
fome  very  effential  means  of  recovery,  than 
medical  men’s  time,  in  much  practice,  will 
permit,  and  I expedt  more  attention  from 
addrelling  myfelf  to  the  imderflanding 
than  a mere  injundtion. 
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Fourthly,  I have  taken  more  pains  to 
fhew  what  is  injurious  than  what  is  be- 
neficial, at  the  fame  time  hoping  that  no 
perfon  will  depend  upon  my  book,  only, 
•for  the  cure  of  fo  dangerous  a difeafe,  but 
rather  offer  thefe  additional  reafons  to 
warn  the  reader  of  the  dangers  which  at- 
tend negleCted  Coughs  and  Colds,  and  to 
induce  thofe  who  have  unhappily  got  bad 
ones  to  apply  a flmple, rational  and  approv- 
ed method  of  cure  in  preference  to  the 
thoughtlefs,  imprudent  means  generally 
jtaken.. 

The  author  has  much  occafion  for  in- 
diligence  from  his  critical  readers,  to  look 
over  many  imperfections  which  they  may 
find;  as  his  profeffional  avocations  will 
not  permit  him  to  attend  much  to  correCt r 
nefs  in  writing,  and  he  hopes  that  the 
-objeCt  of  the  prefent  work,  will  fully  clear 
him  of  any  other  vanity,  than  that  of  de- 
firing  to  be  ufeful  to  his  fellow  creatures. 

C z 
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Serious  ADDRESS, 

&c.  &e. 


A COLD  arifes  from  the  effedt  of  cold, 
or  moid  air,  applied  to  the  furface  of 
the  body  and  lungs,  from  going  too  thinly 
clad,  or  expofing  the  body  to  cold  air,  after 
having  been  heated  by  exercife;  or,  when  the 
pores  are  opened  from  drinking  warm  li- 
quors. 

Some  perfons  will  bear  every  poflible 
change  without  much  injury,  whild  others 
cannot  take  the  lead  liberty  with  themfelves' 
without  fuffering  mod  feverely.  Therefore, 
every  man  fhould  know  enough  of  his  own 
conditution,  to  regulate  himfcdf,  as,  indeed, 
he,  in  this  refpedt,  may,  if  he  will  but  give 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  think,  and  from  hence, 

whatever 
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whatever  experience  has  taught  him  as  im- 
proper, or  as  difagreeing  with  him,  he  fhould 
moft  carefully  avoid. 

Alrttoft  every  body  knows  the  fymptoms  of 
a cold,  or  what  are  the  common  fenfations,  or 
effects  of  what  is  called  the  having  a Cold ; but 
as  thefe  begin  on  fome  more  violent  than  in 
others,  we  ffiall  give  the  common  fymptoms 
as  they  generally  arife* 

A Cold  then,  is  a fenfe  of  chillinefs  on  the 
fkin,  attended  with  a laffitude  or  wearinefs,  and 
flight  fhivers  at  times,  with  a degree  of  headach, 
and  flying  pains  in  the  limbs,  a fluffing  of  the 
nofe,  frequent  fneezing,  and  running  of  a clear 
limpid  water  from  the  eyes,  and  the  nofe,[with, 
or  without,  a dry  tickling  cough,  or  hoarfenefs. 
Sometimes  the  fneezing,  fluffing  of  the  nofe, 
or  cough,  give  the  fir  A intelligence  of  its  ap- 
proach, and  fometimes  it  is  preceded  by  fome 
of  the  other  fymptoms.  Thefe,  as  they  are  found 
to  come  on  with  more  or  lefs  violence,  permit 
the  patient  to  continue  in  his  ufual  employment, 
or  pleafure,  until  they  get  fo  far  increafed,  or 
have  laid  fuch  hold  on  the  conftitution,  as  to 
oblige  him  to  defift,  unlefs  nature,  by  fome  hap- 
py effort,  reftores  the  obftru&ed  veffels  to  their 

proper 
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proper  offices,  and  caufe  the  feveral  fluids  to  be 
circulated  through  the  proper  tubes.  If  the 
patient  is  not  relieved  this  way.  Fever,  Rhcu- 
matifm,  Inflammation  of  the  JLungs,  or  fomc 
other  difeafe  muft  enfue. 

As  coughs  are  the  moft  common  and  violent 
effects  of  cold,  2nd  fo  commonly  difregarded, 
and  as  thefe  are  the  moft  infidious  attendants, 
and  capable  of  bringing  on  the  moft  ferious  com- 
plaints, we  cannot  too  ftrongly  enforce  a proper 
fenfe  of  the  danger  that  attends  them.  Inflam- 
mation in  the  lungs  is  excited,  by  the  perpetual 
action  which  is  given  to  the  cheft  by  cough- 
ing-, and  great  injury  is  done  to  the  fine  mem- 
brane, which  lines,  or  covers,  the  paflage  to  the 
lungs,  and  the  whole  cavity  of  the  cheft,  as  well 
as  the  lungs  themfelves,  from  the  fame  caufe. 
The  leaft  inflammation  happening  to  the  pleu- 
ra, or  lungs,  is  very  much  to  be  feared,  may 
pave  the  road  to  confumption  and  death  ; and 
we  will  hazard  our  reputation,  if  three  parts  of 
the  confumptions,  which  happen,  do  not  take 
their  rife  from  thefe  commonly  negledted  trif- 
ling coughs,  as  they  are  but  too  commonly  cal- 
led, caufing  inflammation,  &c. 
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It  is  not  nnufual  for  a patient  to  tell  yotl4 
that  he  ails  nothing,-  except  having  a cough  ; 
when,  in  fad:,  his  pulfe  is  full,  quick,  and 
hard;  his  tongue  coated  with  a thick  white  fur; 
and  he  makes  thick  muddy  water,  or  fuch  as  is 
Very  high  coloured;  he  has  cold  chills  running 
down  his  back,  lbrenefs  in  the  ched*  and  on 
the  mufcles  of  the  belly,  belides  othfer  fymp- 
Loms  of  fever ; but  he  will  infid  he  has  not  the 
leafl:  fever,  and  that  the  cough  is  the  caufe  of 
all  thefe  fymptoms,  if  he  happens  to  be  in- 
formed of  them;  but  it  fometimes  happens, 
that  all  thefe  are  difregarded,  till  he  is  obliged 
to  take  to  his  bed;  for  he  perfuades  himfelfhe 
cannot  be  feverifh,  becaufe  he  feels  himfelf 
cold;  and,  to  remove  which  coldnefs,  he  con- 
tinues to  drink  warm  cordials',  or  hot  fpicey 
drinks;  and,  becaufe  he  has  no  appetite,  he 
eats  rich  relifhing  things,  as  he  thinks  to  give 
him  one,  and  to  keep  him  from  being  darved  ; 
all  of  which  have  a full  tendency  to  encourage, 
or  create,  inflammation,  and  would  be  the  di- 
reef  means  to  employ  for  that  purpofe,  to  an 
enemy,  were  one  difpofed  fo  to  do. 

By  thefe  improper  things,  a trifling  cold,  in 
the  fivd  indance,  is  increafed,  and  a fever  and 
inflammation  is  caufed  ; and  efpecially  it  the 
' per  fort 
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perfon  is  full  of  blood,  and  been  ufed  to  live 
what  is  called  Will.  The  many  varieties  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  danger  attending  them,  depend 
greatly  upon  the  age,  ftrengt h,  and  confiitution 
of  the  patient,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  lived;  for  a perfon  who  has  been  accuRom- 
ed  to  eat  hearty  luppers  of  grofs  animal  food, 
and  drink  Rrong,  vifcid  liquors,  may  be  cut  off* 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  days;  while  a thin,  fpare, 
cr  more  delicate  perfon,  will  linger  many 
months,  in  confequence  of  having  fewer  mate- 
rials in  the  habit  for  violent  inflammation. 
The  late  Sir  John  Pringle,  a diftinguifhed  or- 
nament of  his  profeflion,  fays — “ Difeafes, 
“ arifing  from  cold,  are  all  of  the  inflamma- 
“ tory  kind,  viz.  coughs,  pleurifies,  perip- 
“ .neumonies,  rheumatic-pains,  and  the  like, 
sc  together  with  confumptions,  which,  in  the 
“ army,  are  almoR  always  owing  to  neglected 
“ colds.” — And  we  are  well  affured,  that  it  is  lb 
in  the  cities  of  London,  and  WeRminRer.  In 
confirmation  of  which,  permit  me  to  lay  before 
my  readers,  part  of  a valuable  paper,  written 
by  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill,  upon  this  fubjecR. 

“ The  moft  trifling  cold  or  cough,  fays  he, 
“ if  it  continues,  may  either  advance  gradually, 
<(  till  it  ends  in  immediate  mifehief,  or  may 
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“ leave  fuch  imprefiions  as  may  fubjedl  the 
ct  patient  to  frequent  returns:  a cough,  there- 
<c  fore  in  children,  or  young  perfons,  or  in 
i{  perfons  of  a certain  make  at  any  time  of  life, 
fit  ought  fpeedily  to  be  cured.” 

The  way  in  which  Colds  do  injury  to  the 
lungs  and  other  parts,  and  fo  lay  a foundation 
for  future  mifchief,  is,  by  the  adlion  of  cold  up- 
on the  very  fine  vefiels,  which  occafion  obftruc- 
tion,  and  a little  degree  of  inflammation,  but 
not  violent  enough,  at  prefent,  to  be  very 
obferveable;  but  fuch  a degree  of  tendernefs  is 
left  on  the  part  affedted,  that  often  eftablifnes 
an  habitual  cough,  which  is  rendered  more 
troublefome  and  dangerous  by  every  addi- 
tional cold;  and  which,  fooner  or  later,  caufes 
the  death  of  the  patient,  unlefs  that  care 
is  taken  which  we  wifh  to-  point  out,  as  necef- 
fary  to  prevent  it.  It  is  obferved  by  Dr. 
Fothergiil,  that  a cough,  in  perfons  of  a 
certain  make , fliould  fpeedily  be  cured,  and  for 
this  reafon;  fuch  as  are  tall  and  thin,  with  Jong 
necks,  flat  chefts,.  and  with  fhoulders  flicking 
out  like  wings,  and  otherwife  of  a delicate  tex- 
ture, are  the  moft  common  vidtims  to 
confumptions,  and  are  what  he  means  bjr  a 
certain  make  ; and,  for  the  generality,  thofe  who 
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are  Laid  to  be  born  of  confumptive  patients,  or 
thofe  who  often,  indeed,  die  of  what  is  termed 
heriditary  confumption,  moftly  anfwer  this 
defcription,  and  are  of  that  certain  make,  juft  now 
alluded  to,  and  which  is  found  to  run  thro* 
whole  families.  To  fuch  perfons  we  cannot 
but  recommend  the  greateft  care,  as  colds 
on  them  commit  the  greateft  ravages,  and  are  al- 
ways very  fufceptible  of  the  lead:  imprefiion.  It 
requires,  we  very  well  know,  more  perfuafion 
than  we  are  mailers  of,  to  leflen  this  common, 
but  fatal,  inattention  : bur,  left  we  Ihould  be 
fufpedted  of  having  reprefented  danger  in  too 
high  a degree,  and  of  having  given  an  opinion 
not  well  founded,  we  ftiall  give  a continuance  of 
that  excellent  paper  of  Dr.  Fothergill’s,  where- 
in he  fo  feelingly  exprefles  the  diftrefiing 
fttuation  to  which  negledl  fubjedts  the  human 
conftitution,  that  any  who  ever  read  it,  we 
hope,  will  always  bear  it  ft  rang  enough  in  their 
minds,  to  make  them  carefully  avoid  every 
tendency  to  fuch  negledt. 

“ I know,  gentlemen*  (fays  Dr.  Fothergill) 
f6  that  you  (addrefiing  himfelf  to  a Society  of 


* See  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol  iv. 
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Phyficians)  as  well  as  myfelf,  often  have 
occafion  to  look  back  at  the  fatal  neglect, 
“ commited  both  by  the  fick  themlelves,  as 
“ well  as  thole  who  ought  to  have  had  their 
future  health  more  at  heart.  With  what  eafe 
“ would  many  of  the  molt  incurable  confumptive 
6{  cafes  have  been  prevented,  or  cured,  at  their 
“ fir  ft  commencement?  A perfon  whcfe 
(l  emaciated  figure  ftrikes  one  with  horror,  his 
<<  forehead  covered  with  drops  of  fweat,  his 
**  cheeks  painted  with  livid  crimfon,  his  eyes 
a funk,  all  the  little  fat  that  raifed  them  in 
their  orbits,  and  every  where  elfe,  being  waft- 
“ ed ; his  pulfe  quick,  and  tremulous,  his  nails 
« bending  over  the  ends  of  his  fingers;  the 
palms  of  his  hands  as  dry  as  they  are  pain- 
fully  hot  to  the  touch;  his  breath  offenfive, 
cc  quick,  and  laborious;  his  cough  incefianr, 
5t  icarce  allowing  him  time  to  tell  you,  that 
14  fome  months  ago,  he  got  a cold ; bur, 
44  perhaps,  he  knew  not  how  he  got  it,  he 
44  negledted  it  for  this  very  reafon,  and  neglefted 
“ every  means  of  afiiftance,  till  the  mifchief  was 
4‘  become  incurable,  and  fcarcely  left  a hope  of 
?4  palliation.  You  fee  multitudes  of  Inch  objects 
<c  daily,  and  fee  them  with  a mixture  of  anger 
and  companion,  for  their  negledt  and  their 
“ fufferings.  Excufe  me  for  trefpafiing  in  this 
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<{  manner  on  your  time  and  your  humanity. 
cc  Though  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  prevent  all 
“ thefe  facrifices  to  ignorance  and  inattention; 
“ yet,  if  the  faculty  combine  m prompting 
“ their  fellow  citizens  to  neceffary  care,  and 
“ prompt  them  tofuffer  no  flight  beginnings  to 
pafs  unregarded  ; however  they  may  be 
<£  adting  againft  their  own  intereft,  they  will 
e<  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  contributing  to  the 
“ prefervation  of  many  a ufeful  life;  for, 
“ perhaps,  among  thofe  who  perifh  by  confump- 
(i  tions,  there  are  many  who,  in  refpedt  to  the 
ie  excellencies  both  of  body  and  mind,  have 
(l  given  indications  of  becoming  confpicuous 
ornaments  of  humanity.” ' 

Can  there  be  a more  affedting  pidlure  of  a 
common  and  dillrcfiing  feene,  and  fhall  one  fee 
the  fame  want  of  care  continue  to  prevail,  after 
fuch  a pathetic  and  feeling  exhortation?  Yet, 
we  very  much  fear,  from  the  numbers  that  ap- 
ply to  us  in  the  lafl  flages  of  the  difeafe,  without 
ever  having  been  confined  to  any  particular  or 
proper  regimen,  that  the  fault  does  not  always 
)ie  wiih  the  fick  only. 

We  have  clearly  proved  the  great  danger 
that  arifes  from  negledting  coughs  and  colds; 

- yye 
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we  fball  nextadvife  a plain  and  Ample  method 
of  cure,  and  which  is  in  every  one’s  power  to 
make  ufe  of;  if  they  begin  very  violent,  or 
continue  long,  truft  not  too  much  to  your  own 
advice,  but  feek  the  belt  you  can.  If  you  are 
poor,  there  are  numbers  of  Hofpitals,  Difpen- 
farys.  See.  in  the  metropolis,  always  ready  to 
give  the  belt  directions;  and,  if  in  better  cir- 
cumftances,  it  will  be  found  a folly  to  put  it 
off. 

As  fome  of  my  readers  may  wifh  to  know 
how  cold  air  proves  injurious  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  as  it  may  furnilh  an  additional  caution 
for  them  to  avoid  expofing  themfclves  more 
than  is  neceffary,  particularly  thofe  perfons  who 
have  tender  lungs,  we  fhall  give  the  manner  as 
plain  as  poffible. 

The  human  body,  is  furni-fhed  with  an 
innumerable  fet  of  very  minute  veffels,  which 
open  their  mouths,  or  beginnings,  on  the 
external  part  of  the  Ikin,  all  over  the  frame  ; 
and  thefe  communicate  with  every  part  of  the 
body  internally;  thefe  veffels  are  what  are 
called  the  pores;  they  carry  a moifture  out  of 
the  conftitution,  called  infenfible  perfpiration, 
and  thefweat,  which  is  fenfible;  the  infenfible 
perfpiration  is  conftandy  andinvifibly  exhaling 

from 
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from  every  conllitution  in  health  in  very  large 
quantities,  even  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix 
pounds,  every  twelve  hours,  in  adult  perfons. 
The  lungs  are  furnifhed  with  a very  large  quan- 
tity of  it,  which  is  very  vifibly  feen  on  glafs,  or 
in  a chaife,  and  which  is  thrown  out  by  every 
refpirationj  every  part  of  the  chaife  being 
equally  moift  at  the  lame  time,  though  the  glafs 
only  points  it  our, 

* Cold  and  damp  air  has  the  peculiar  proper- 
ty of  caufing  a fpafm,  or  fome  other  means  of 
adting  upon  the  velfels,  or  nerves,  furrounding 
them,  fo  as  to  clofe  up  their  mouths,  and  prevent 
the  natural  and  neceffary  difcharge  of  perfpira- 
tion,  fometimes  over  the  whole  body,  and  fome- 


* I am  forry  that  fo  great  a phyfician  as  Dr.  Heber- 
den  fhould  conceive  fo  ftrange  an  idea  as  to  fuppofe  that 
. wet  rooms,  damp  beds,  linen,  &c.  fhould  not  pro- 
duce mifchief  to  the  human  body,  an  idea  which  every- 
day’s experience  proves  to  be  erroneous  and  very  de- 
ftrudtive  to  health.  I have  been  collecting  cafes  for 
thefe  twelve  years  paft,  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  ; for 
the  greateft  geniulTes  are  milled  by  Theory,  as  the  defer- 
vedly  Dr.  Heberden  has  been  in  this  particular,  which 
I (hall  fhew  at  fome  future  opportunity. — See  Medical 
! Tranfafiicns , Vol,  2. 
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times  but  in  parts-,  and  wherever  this  happen?, 
the  evil  is  prefefttly  felt  by  the  patient.  If  it 
is  only  in  one  particular  part,  as  in  a fore  throat* 
ftiff-neck,  inflamed  eye,  or  pains  in  any  one 
particular  place,  it  is  termed  local,  and  does  not 
always  affedt  the  health;  but  if  it  happens  in  a 
larger  degree,  the  health  becomes  injured  from 
fympathy,  or  confent  of  parts,  if  not  from  ge- 
neral diforder.  If  much  of  the  infenflble  per- 
fpiration  is  thrown  into  the  habit,  or,  in  other 
words,  if  much  of  the  fkin  is  obftrudted,  fo  as 
not  to  have  a proper  circulation,  cold  chills, 
and  a fenfe  of  cold  water  being  poured  down  the 
back,  and  loins,  is  prefently  felt;  pain  in  the 
limbs,  flight  headach,  and  a kind  of  lafiitude, 
or  wearinefs,  comes  on,  and  is  fucceeded  by  fe- 
ver, more  or  lefs. 

As  the  lungs,  and  pafiage  to  them,  are  m oft 
expofed  to  cold,  moift  or  noxious  air,  they, 
the  moft  frequently,  receive  the  firlt  impreflion; 
then  the  cough  is  the  harbinger  of  the  effedt, 
and  inflammation  either  arife  from  the  fpafm  on 
the  part,  in  the  firfi:  inftance,  or  from  the  degree 
of  agitation  which  is  given  to  the  cheft,  by  the 
aft  of  coughing.  We  fee  one  remarkable 
effedt  of  confined  perlpiration  in  colds  in  the 

eyes,  nofe,  and  throat,  of  the  ferum  or  limph 

which 
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which  is  difcharged,  of  contrafling  fuch  a de- 
gree of  fharpnefs  and  acrimony,  as  to  fcald  the 
.parts  it  comes  in  contafl  with;  it  is  this 
which  irritates  the  upper  part  of  the  wind  pipe, 
and  caufes  the  perpetual  coughing  ; and,  per- 
haps, it  is  this  kind  of  irritability,  which  may 
be  the  internal  caufe  of  fevers  in  general.  And 
from  hence  it  appears,  why  colds  fometimes 
are  eafily  cured,  having  more  or  lefs  of  this 
acrimony,  and  why  they  become  fo  dange- 
rous, fometimes,  from  trifbng  neglefl,  or  after 
having  indulged  in  heating  fpirituous  liquors* 
&c.  and  from  hence  the  abfurdity  of  the 
adage  of  “ feeding  a cold , whatever  juftice  there 
may  be  in  Jlarving  a fever  ” clearly  appears. 
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THE 

Cure  of  Colds,  Coughs, 

&C.  &C. 

IN  curing  colds,  three  things  are  eflentially 
nereflfary;  to  open  the  oftrudted  pores,  to 
difcharge  any  irritable  matter  out  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  to  obferve  fuch  a kind  of  diet, 
as  fhall  confift  of  a mild  and  innocent  nature, 
and  fuch  as  is  calculated  to  prevent  fever,  and 
inflammation,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  condu- 
cive to  recovery. 

As  foon  as  a cold,  or  cough,  is  found  to  come 
upon  a perfon,  he  fhould  immediately  lefien 
the  quantity  of  his  food;  it  fhould  confift  of 
fuppings  moderately  warm,  efpecially  at  night, 
fuch  as  fmall  broths,  water  gruel,  and  the  like; 
the  folids  fhould  be  rice,  fago,  light  puddings, 
fruits  and  vegetables;  the  drinks  fhould  be 
barley-water,  fmall  beer,  apple-water,  lin-feed 
tea,  toaft  and  water,  or  any  other  cooling 
liquid,  that  is  void  of  the  irritable,  or  heating 
qualities. 
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A friend  of  the  author’s,  as  foon  as  he  finds 
a cold  come  upon  him  (and  he  is  very  much 
Oxpofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
from  the  nature  of  his  bufinefs)  confines  himfelf 
entirely  to  this  kind  of  plan,  particularly  to 
tvater  gruel,  fweetened  with  honey,  and  which 
never  fails  to  carry  it  off  in  a few  days-,  he 
never  is  kept  clofe  to  his  houfe,  but  by  attending 
to  it  early,  prevents  mifchief,  which  would 
btherwifeenfuej  and  mdft  fimple  fevers,  as  well 
as  colds,  might  be  removed  by  fuch  early  at- 
tention and  prudent  care. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  afked,  is  a man,  with  every 
trifling  cold  or  cough,  to  lay  himfelf  up,  and 
keep  his  houfe  or  bed  ? if  fo,  he  may  be  always 
nurfing  and  codling  himfelf,  negledt  his 
bufinefs,  and  other  important  concerns.  To 
which  t reply,  there  is  a medium  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  every  thing;  the  time  for  confinement 
to  the  houfe  mult  always  depend  upon  the  (late 
of  the  difeafe,  neither  is  it  always  neceffary  to 
be  confined  at  home  for  a cold;  but  fuppofe 
I really  thought  it,  no  prudent  man,  when  he 
comes  to  conlider  ferioufly,  that  he  ftakes  his 
health,  and,  perhaps,  his  life,  to  a day  or  two’s 
confinement  at  home,  or  retrenching  himfelf 
from  rich  food,  wine,  or  heating  things,  will 

think 
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think  much  of  the  penalty  to  prevent  it;  for  td 
enjoy  good  health,  is  the  mod  important  con- 
cern of  human  life;  riches,  honour,  and 

/ 

power,  are  burdens  without  it ; therefore 
every  prudent  means  of  obtaining  it,  is  an 
indilputable  duty  implanted  in  our  nature  ; and 
nothing  more  contributes  to  that  end,  than 
attending  early  to  flight  colds,  In  order  that 
they  may  not  prove  the  fource  of  greater 
mifchief.  If  on  approaching  the  cold  air,  it 
caufes  a violent  coughing,  it  is  neceffary  to 
keep-  in  a warm  room  till  the  tendernefs  of  the 
lungs  is  gone  off,  otherwife,  except  in  the  cafe- 
of  fever,  it  is  not  requilite  to  be  kept  to 
the  houfe,  but  to  attend  to  the  diet,  vvarm- 
fuppings  at  night,  &c.  which- we  fhall  mention 
el  fe  where., 

» 

Fevers  and  colds  become  heightened  by  the 
continuing  to  eat  animal  food's,  rich  fauces,  and 
drinking  of  wines  and  fpirits,  which  are  defigned 
to  fupport  animal  fcrength,  and  furnifh  the  body 
with  activity  and  fire,  for  exercife,  pleafure,  or 
bufioefs,  and  now,  inftead  of  being  wholefome 
and  friendly  to  the  conftitution,  become  its 
enemy,  and  nourifh  fever  and  inflammation. 
For  this  reafon  theAll-wife  Creator  has  deprived 
us  of  appetite  in  fevers,,  and  rendered  food 

loath  fame 
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loathfome  to  the  fight;  the  cooling  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  preparations  of  them,  poffcfs 
more  nourifliing  properties  than  is  commonly- 
believed  ; thefe  were  the  phyficof  the  primitive 
phvficians,  and  many  of  the  moderns  who  are 
the  greateft  ornaments  to  this  country,  perform 
the  greateft  cures  by  a judicious  adoption  of 
them.  Boiled  turnips,  roafted  apples,  alpara- 
gus,  falfafy,  fcorzenera,  lettuces,  colliflowers, 
brocoli,  &c.  pofiefs  many  faponaceous,  cooling 
and  antifebrile  principles,  which  correct  the 
blood  and  juices,  diffolve  obftrutlions,  and  will 
clo  * more  in  eradicating  the  feurvy,  and  other 
foulneftes  of  blood  of  that  nature,  than  all  vour 
Norton’s  Drops,  Frankfort  Pills,  Mercurials, 
Antimonials,&c.in  the  nation,  and  that  perfectly 
innocent,  which  we  wifh  we  could  fay  was 
always  the  cafe  with  thofe  juft  mentioned. 


The 


* At  fome  future  period,  we  propofe  to  offer  to  the 
public,  fome  obfervations  on  many  neglecfted  efficacious 
fimples  of  this  kingdom  ; for,  while  we  are  traverfing 
from  pole  to  pole,  in  fearch  of  new  medicaments,  we  are 
neglecting  many  very  valuable  ones  at  home.  We 
could  wifh  fucb  an  effay  from  a more  able  pen,  but 
perhaps  the  attempts  of  the  little  may  excite  t]ie  efforts 
of  the  great. 
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The  above  kinds  of  nourifhment,  together 
with  a plentiful  dilution  of  foft  drinks,  involve 
the  floating  acrimony,  and  leffen  the  fpafmodic 
affedtion,  and  tend  to  promote  perfpiration. 
Small  wine,  or  lemon  or  vinegar  wheys-, 
amazingly  contribute  to  this  end;  if  they  are 
made  too  flrong  of  wine,-  or  fpiritsof  hartlhorn, 
&c.  they  heat  and  flimulate,  and  have  a very 
contrary  effedt  to  what  was  intended,  the  patient 
is  hot,  burns,  and  is  reftlefs,  inflead  of  having  a 
a moift  fkin  and  a refrefhing  and  balmy  fleep. 

Bathing  the  feet  in  luke-warm  water,  or 
bran  and  water,  that  is  a little  hotter  than  milk 
juft  taken  from  the  cow,  going  to  bed,  is  an 
excellent  fimple  mean  of  producing  a regular 
circulation,  and  gentle  perfpiration.  Great 
caution  is  neceflaty  here,  not  to  get  frefh  cold; 
the  feet  fhould  be  carefully  and  fpeedily  wiped 
dry,  and  afterwards  wrapped  up  in  a warm  dry 
flannel,  and  the  patient  to  go  immediately  into  a 
warm  bed.  If  the  water  is  too  hot,  it  proves 
a great  ftirnulus,  and  does  injury,  and  if  cold 
can  do  no  good.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for 
perfons  that  drinkgruel . and  other  warm  liquids, 
to  promote  perfpiration,  that  they  take  them 
before  they  undrefs,  by  which  means,  if  it  hap- 
pen to  be  cold  weather,  they  get  frefh  cold  in  un- 

dreflitfg 
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drcflins,  for  the  warm  drinks  make  them  often 
break  out  into  a fweat,  which  becomes  check’d 
before  the  patient  gets  into  bed.  We  would 
therefore  advife  them  to  be  taken  after  the 
patient  is  in  bed,  and  then  for  him  to  lie  down 
immediately,  and  to  keep  flill  and  quite  forfome 
time,  and  no  doubt  but  the  expeftation  will  be 
gratified. 

If  the  patient  has  a cold,  attended  with  fluf- 
fing of  the  nofe,  a cough,  and  hoarfenefs,  let 
him  receive  the  fleam  or  vapour  of  a large  pan 
of  warm  water,  wherein  a few  camomile  flowers, 
or  elder,  or  rofemary,  have  been  boiled;  this 
fleam  fhould  come  in  contadl  with  the  v/hole 
head,  and  face,  and  be  continued  for  a full 
quarter  of  an  hour,  or  more,  and  fhould  be  kept 
hot  by  frefh  fupplies  of  hot  water  being  put  in- 
to the  pan;  the  whole  fhould  be  covered  with  a 
flannel,  or  fome  other  warm  cloathing,  to  pre- 
vent cold  air  coming  at  the  fame  time,  and,  after 
this  procefs  is  over,  the  fame  care  is  neceflary  to 
keep  the  perfpiration  from  being  checked ; the 
patient  fhould  breath  through  a handkerchief, 
that  the  cold  air  may  be  firft  warmed,  before  ip 
gets  to  the  lungs;  if  the  complaint  is  only  about 
the  head  and  throat,  and  no  cough  attends,  3 

little 


36  On  C O U G H S and  COLDS. 

little  vinegar  added  to  the  other  ingredients  may- 
be of  life.  The  bathing  the  feet  does  neither 
preclude  the  warm  drinks  or  this  remedy  being 
made  ufe  of. 

If  the  cough  is  themoft  troublefome  complaint, 
befides  the  means  juft  mentioned,  the  patient 
mull  be  perpetually  taking  fofr,  mucilaginous 
drinks,  prepared  by  the  boiling  of  quince-feeds 
in  water,  and  fweetened  with  honey,  or  fugar- 
candy,  to  the  palate,  or  linleed-tea,  a decoction 
of  barley,  figs,  and  raifins,  &c.  A tea-fpoonful 
of  Paregoric  Elixir,  or  fyrupof  white  Poppies, 
in  half  a pint  of  either  of  them,  may  be  taken 
by  fpoonfuls,  which  will  fheath  the  paflage  to 
the  lungs,  and  quiet  the  cough;  currant  jelly, 
and  fome  of  the  foft  marmalades,  contribute  to 
the  fame  end;  rob  of  elder,  is  a mod  excellent 
medicine  for  this  purpofe,  and  is  aperienf,  fu- 
dorific,  and  cooling,  is  preferable  to  fpermaceti, 
and  oily  medicines,  in  general.  But  as  oils 
and  fpermaceti  have  fometimes  their  ufe,  we 
would  recommend  them  not  to  be  taken  in 
large  quantities,  as  they  are  too  often  done, 

' becaufe  they  turn  rancid  upon  the  Itomach; 
when  they  are  thought  proper,  the  following 
fmooth  emulfion  is  thought  exccHently  good, 
as  thus; 


Jake 


On  COUGHS  And  COLDS.  37 

Where  ever  paregoric  elixir  is  recommended, 

I would  wifh  it  to  be  underftood,  that  whenever 
there  is  much  heat,  and  opiates  are  thought  pro- 
per, that  thepreferencelhould  be  given  tothefyrup 
'of  white  poppies,  Or  a few  drops  of  laudenum 
as  the  elixir  is  prepared  with  fpirits  of  wine  and 
might  be  too  heating.  This  obfervation  I own 
efcaped  me,  and  I am  indepted  to  Dr.  John  Jebb, 
F.  R.  S.  for  this  necefiary  hint.  For  while  we 
are  wilhing  to  do  good,  it  fhould  be  our  prin- 
ciple objeft  not  to  do  harm. 

Take  of  barley  water,  fix  ounces  by  meafure, 
white  fugar,  and  powder  of  gum  arabic,  of 
each  three  drams,  incorporate  the  fugar  and 
gum  arabic  together  in  a mortar,  with  a fmall 
quantity  of  the  water,  and  gradually  mix  one 
ounce  of  frefh  and  fweet  oil  of  almonds,  lin- 
feed,  or  oil  of  olives,  and  then  by  little  at  a 
time,  add  the  reft  of  the  water,  and  it  will  be 
a foft  white  emulfion« 

If  opiates  are  proper,  half  an  ounce  of  fyrup 
of  white  poppies,  or  paregoric  elixir,  may  be 
added,  which  will  be  fhewn  when  we  come  to 
fpeak  of  opiates.  A dram  or  two  of  fpermaceti 
carefully  mixed  with  the  fame  quantity  of 
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gum  arabic,  afcer  the  fame  manner,  may  be 
prepared  into  an  emulfion,  and  is  better  than 
dififolving  it  with  an  egg,  and  not  fo  apt  to  turn 
rancid.  An  excellent  emulfion  may  be  pre- 
pared of  white  poppy-feeds,  or  blanched  fvreec 
almonds,  which  will  not  only  ferve  as  fuch, 
but  is  nutritious  and  cooling,  and  very  good  in 
fevers  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  the  which  is 
prepared  thus: 

Take  of  almonds  blanched  frefh  and  found, 
or  of  white  poppy-feeds,  two  ounces,  beat  them 
in  a marble  mortar  with  the  fame  quantity  of 
lugar,  till  they  are  lmooth,  adding  a frnaH 
quantity  of  water  to  faciliate  that  purpofe,  a 
quart  of  Briftol,  or  pure  water,  or  barley  water, 
may  be  added  to  thefe  ingredients,  and  ftrain  it 
through  a muflin  rag  or  fine  fieve,  and  then  it 
is  fit  for  ufe;  if  it  is  required  to  be  more  mu- 
cilaginous, an  ounce  of  gum  arabic  rnay  be 
dilfolved  in  it ; half  a pint  of  it  taken  a little  warm 
iiow  and  then  wonderfully  fheaths  the  fharp 
mucus,  and  dilutes  the  acrimonious  juice3  in 
the  firif  paflages. 

We  have  already  fpoken  of  one  fpecies  of 
inhalation,  via.  the  vapour  from  a pan  of 

water 
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water  and  camomile  flowers,  but  to  anfwer  a 
different  purpofe  than  what  we  are  now 
going  to  advife  another.  The  great  Boer- 
haave,  Baron  Van  Swieten,  and  the  late  Sir 
John  Pringle,  very  ftrongly  recommended  the 
receiving  of  warm  vapours  to  the  lungs, 
in  coughs  and  complaints  of  that  organ;  our 
experience,  if  of  any  weight  after  fuch  au- 
thorities, fully  admit  the  fa£t  and  confirm 
the  veracity  and  ufefulnefs  nf  them:  Mr. 

Mudge,  a very  ingenious  furgeon  at  Plymouth, 
has  lately  publifhed  a book,  defcribing  a ma- 
chine which  conveys  the  vapour  very  commo- 
dioufly  to  the  lungs,  which  he  calls  an  Inhaler, 
wherein  he  declares,  that  the  ufe  of  a teafpoon- 
ful  of  paregoric  elixir,  taken  at  bed-time  in 
fome  warm  liquid,  and  the  ufe  of  the  warm 
vapour  of  Ample  water  through  his  machine, 
will  cure  a catarrhous  cough  in  a night’s  time. 
The  public  are  much  indepted  to  Mr.  Mudge 
for  his  ingenious  invention,  but  many  of  the 
poorer  fort  of  people  cannot  afford  to  pay  half 
a Guinea  for  it,  a price  pertainly  extravagant 
for  fo  Ample  a machine;  we  cpuld  wifh  the 
poor  to  receive  the  advantages  of  health 
equal  with  the  rich,  and  the  means  of  becom- 
ing fo,  when  they  unhappily  want  it. 

F 2 Every 
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Every  cough,  whether  moifl  or  dry,  attended 
with  or  without  inflammation,  receives  benefit 
from  the  ufe  of  the  inhaler,  as  alfo  pleurifies, 
fore -throats,  afthmas,  and  in  every  affeftion  of 
thecheft,  except  in  fpitting  of  blood.  Mr.  Mudge 
recommends  the  vapour  of  warm  water  only, 
but  we  believe  that  many  different  herbs,  boiled 
in  water,  would  furnifh  certain  ufeful  virtues  to 
particular  cafes.  Indeed  Sir  John  Pringle  fays., 
in  his  difeafes  of  the  army,  that  Dr.  Huck, 
now  Dr.  Richard  Saunders  (a  name  as  refpec- 
table  as  any  among  thofe-  who  practice  phyfic) 
had  found  great  benefit  from  the  addition  of  a 
little  vinegar,  where  tough  plegm  abounded. 

Nothing  can  more  firongly  recommend  the 
a£t  of  inhalation  than  the  following  quotation 
from  the  very  eminent  Dr.  Huxham,  and  as  it 
confirms  and  fupports  our  opinions,  as  to  this 
and  iorne  other  parts  of  our  treatment,  we  beg 
leave  to  give  it  to  our  readers,  in  its  full  length 
as  follows  : 

“ But  nothing  more  effectually  promotes  ex- 
Ci  perforation,  (by  attenuating  and  refolving  the 
44  imparted  matter)  than  drinking  freely  and 
“ frequently  of  cooling,  relaxing  and  gently 
<l  faponaceous  liquors  ; fuch  as  thin  whey,  the 
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f*  barley  ptifan,  with  liquorice,  figs,  &c.  the 
decodion,  or  rather  infufion,  of  the  pedoral 
te  herbs,  as  ground-ivy,  maiden-hair,  colt’s- 
V foot,  hyfop,  &c.  thefe  fhould  be  gently  aci- 
dulated  with  juice  of  lemon,  or  Seville- 
<c  oranges;  if  any  thing  more  detergent  in  the 
“ above  drinks  is  wanted,  honey  may  be  added, 
“ an  admirable  natural  cordial  foap,  thrown 
almoft  out  of  the  modern  Materia  Medica, 
f‘  I know  not  why,  nor  how,  for  where  it  gripes 
“ or  purges  one,  it  agrees  with  a thouland, 
“ and  even  its  griping  and  purging  quality 
“ may  be  eafily  correded  by  boiling.  Hip- 
“ pocrates  ufed  oxymel  and  mulfum  in  fuch 
“ cafes,  and  advifed  againft  drinking  mere 
“ water,  in  pulmonic  cafes,  as  neither  good 
(<  for  the  cough,  nor  to  promote  expedorati- 
“ on — any  of  all  thefe  things  by  turns  drank 
<c  warm,  anfwer  the  above  intention  exceedingly 
“ well,  if  taken  in  frequent  but  fmall  quanti- 
ties,  fipping  them  as  it  were  perpetually  ; for 
“ by  this  means  much  of  the  relaxing  and  re- 
t(  folving  vapour  is  alfo  drawn  into  the  lungs, 
“ and  much  of  them  abforbed  by  their  imbi- 
■ f bing  veffels,  fo  that  the  relaxing  and  diluting 
<c  is  thus  carried  on  in  a double  manner,  and 
*■  of  courfe  very  effedually.  Very  large 
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t£  draughts  fhould  not  be  taken  at  once  •,  for 
they  overcharge  the  ftomach,  produce  indi- 
tc  geftion  and  flatulence,  and  force  up  the  mid- 
“■  riff  too  much,  which  greatly  embarraflfes  the 
t!  refpiration  •,  therefore  Hippocrates  advifes 
“ to  drink  in  thole  difeafes,  out  of  a cup  with  a 
narrow  mouth,  probably  both  that  the  liquor 
and  vapour  might  be  preferved  warm  longer 
i(  and  that  leTs  might  be  drank  at  a time,  and 
*e  alfo  that  the  (team  might  be  more  copioully 
t£  carried  into  the  mouth  and  nofe. — Many 
**  kinds  of  drink  he  advifes  for  this  purpofe, 
“ but  particularly  recommends  barley-water, 
honey  and  water,  oxymel  and  vinegar  and 
“ water,” 

From  hence  it  appears  that  warm  vapour  is 
confidered  to  be  of  fignal  benefit ; but  we 
would  not  recommend  any  ether  in  fimple 
coughs  or  colds,  than  the  vapour  from  water 
in  which  have  been  boiled  camomile,  or  elder- 
flowers,  milk  and  water,  marlh-mallow  tea,  or 
fome  fuch  Ample  things.  There  is  a liqutd  ad- 
Vertifed,  called  Stern’s  iEther,  which  we  think 
too  irritating  for  the  cafe  we  now  recommend. 
For  the  great  intention  of  inhaling,  is  to  relax 
the  rigid  or  irritable  membrane  that  lines  the 

trachea. 
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trachea,  or  paflage  to  the  lungs,  to  (heath  the 
parts  that  are  excoriated  by  the  fharp  mucus, 
or  to  leffen  the  fharpneis  of  that  mucus,  and 
cauie  it  to  be  more  eafily  fpit  away. 

The  cold  air  fhould  be  carefully  prevented 
from  coming  to  the  lungs  after  having  inhaled  5 
it  is  better  done  in  bed  than  up  for  this  reafon, 
and  becaufe  it  generally  promotes  perfpirati- 
on.  In  trying  to  do  good  we  fhould  be  careful 
to  avoid  every  thing  that  may  prove  injurious. 

% 

If  a cold  be  at  all  levere,  nothing  can  fo 
fdon  contribute  to  leffen  that  feverity,  and  pre- 
vent a fever,  as  gentle  purging;  we  prefer  the 
mild  fimple  things,  to  fuch  as  are  more  active 
and  violent,  for  it  is  not  the  very  great  number 
of  motions  that  are  procured,  that  gives  the 
expected  relief,  as  the  ftronger  purges  hurry 
through  the  bowels,  and  do  not  carry  the  irri- 
tating caufes  out  of  the  body,  nor  do  they  tend 
to  cool  the  blood  and  juices,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent both  fever  and  inflammation,  which  is  the 
material  objedt  we  fhould  have  in  view.  Manna, 
and  Glauber’s-falr,  cream  of  tartar,  tamarinds, 
rhubarb,  and  fal  polychrefl,  lenitive  cledtary, 
or  indeed  any  other  gentle  cooling  means,  which 

the 
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the  patient  has  been  accuftomed  to  ufe,  will  b£ 
right  to  have  continued.  The  following  mixture 
is  very  well  calculated  for  this  end,  and  will 
agree  with  mod  conRitutions: 

Take  of  Epfom,  Glauber,  or  Rochelle  fait, 
one  ounce,  boiling  water,  or  fimple  pepper- 
mint-water,  four  ounces,  tin&ure  of  rhu- 
barb; or  of  fena,  one  ounce  and  half;  mix; 
Half  or  a third  of  the  whole  may  be  taken  in 
the  morning,  and  repeated  once  in  two  hours 
till  a motion  or  two  are  procured.  An  ounce 
of  manna  may  be  added  to  it,  if  the  patient 
pleales.  As  a perfon,  hard  to  purge,  can  take 
the  whole  of  the  above  mixture,  it  muft  be 
properly  proportioned  to  fuch  as  are  more 
eafily  moved* 

Such  as  cannot  take  a liquid,  may  ufe  the 
following  pills,  and  dilute  with  barley-water, 
warm  tea,  or  water-gruel. 

Take  of  rhubarb  in  fine  powder,  fal  po- 
lychreft,  of  each  one  fcruple,  calx  of  antimo- 
ny unwaffied  ten  grains,  of  fyrup  of  buck- 
thorn a Efficient  quantity  to  make  eight  pills, 
four  of  which  may  be  taken  at  night,  and  the 
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■reft  in  the  morning,  if  no  effeft  is  produced 
before •,  if  thefe  fhoulcl  not  be  found  quick 
enough,  for  any  particular  conftitution,  a few 
grains  of  extract  of  Jalap  may  be  added. 

Of  fuch  as  are  ufed  to  take  an  eledtary, 
cream  of  tartar,  and  lenitive  ele&ary,  mixed 
together,  will  often  anfwer  the  purpofe;  a tea- 
fpoonful  taken  night  and  morning,  fo  as  to 
procure  two  motions  a day  is  very  fufficient. 

After  the  body  has  been  fufficiently  open- 
ed, (or  indeed  before,  if  the  fymptoms  are 
.prefling)  that  is,  if  there  be  much  fever, 
pains  in  the  limbs,  head,  or  back,  the  cough 
hard  and  troublefome,  or  there  be  any  darting 
pains  in  the  cheft*  or  under  the  bread- bone,  or 
if  the  mufcles  of  the  belly  be  made  fore  by 
the  perpetual  coughing,  bleeding  is  abfolutely 
neceflary,  for  thefe  pains  denote  inflammation 
having  leifed  fome  part,  and  as  nothing  flops 
the  progrefs  of  inflammation  fo  much  2s  bleed- 
ing, from  fix  to  ten  ounces  of  blood,  may  be 
taken  away  immediately;  a few  ounces  taken 
a //ay  now , may  prevent  the  repetition  of  the 
operation  very  many  times,  if  this  period  is 
miffed,  and  the  inflammation  differed  to  go 
on  for  the  want  of  it.  You  will  perpetually 
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hear  of  danger  arifing  from  bleeding,  of  pro- 
ducing agues,  or  that  it  is  not  right  to  bleed 
in  cold  weather,  or  fome  other  Ample  reafons 
given  why  the  operation  fhould  not  be  per- 
formed. Wherever  there  is  a tendency  to  in- 
flammation, and  particularly  in  the  lungs,  none 
that  are  in  their  fenfes  will  hefitate  to  take 
blood  away.  Suppofe  you  are  nervous,  gouty, 
or  low,  (terms  that  are  very  vague  and  uncer- 
tain, and  often  miflead)  a few  ounces  of  blood 
will  do  no  great  harm,  but  the  omiffion  may  ; 
the  quantity  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  ne- 
cefiity,  age,  and  llrength  of  the  patient,  and 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  ufed  to  live 
for  one  would  not  bleed  a delicate  perfon,  and 
one  who  lives  regular,  in  the  fame  quantity  as 
thofe  who  live  freely,  and  are  more  robuft. 

The  great  fault  is,  that  bleeding,  like  other 
means,  negledted  too  long  before  it  is  per- 
formed, lofes  much  of  its  power;  for  when 
mifehief  has  taken  place,  the  difeafe  will  have 
its  regular  courfe,  and  twenty  repetitions  will 
not  have  fo  falutary  effects,  or  be  able  to  re- 
duce the  inflammatory  Hate  of  the  blood,  as 
one  timely  one  would  in  the  beginning.  A few 
ounces  of  blood  in  coughs  may  generally  with 
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fafety  be  loft;  buc  a repetition  requires  able 
advice  to  direct  properly. 

After  a proper  regimen  has  been  obferved, 
the  body  been  opened,  and  a few  ounces  of 
blood  taken  away,  if  the  cold  fhould  not  have 
been  attended  to  in  time,  or  not  get  any  bet- 
ter with  the  above  mentioned  treatment,  anti- 
monials,  given  in  mild  dofes,  very  much  con- 
tributes to  relax  the  fk>n,  open  the  pores,  and 
remove  fever  and  inflammation;  and  indeed 
it  requires  all  thofe  very  often  to  remove  bad 
colds. 

In  adminiftering  antimonials,  we  are  not  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  any  particular  preparation, 
whether  antimonial  wine,  kermes  mineral,  eme- 
tic tartar,  or  Dr.  James’s  powder;  we  think  in- 
deed that  all  the  virtues  of  antimony,  may  be 
received  from  emetic  tartar,  or  kermes' mineral, 
the  former  in  dofes  of  a quarter  of  a grain,  to 
half  a grain,  given  once  in  three,  four,  or  fix 
hours,  in  any  vehicle  ; and  the  latter,  from  one  to 
three  grains  in  the  fame  diftance  of  time  as  they 
may  be  found  to  operate;  a rr&ufea,  or  ficknels, 
being  produced,  and  fucceeded  by  fweat,  or  a 
few  gentle  motions,  or  both,  is  the  operation  we 
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would  wifh,.  but  not  violence,  for  perfons  often 
encreafe  their  colds,  from  being  obliged  to  get 
out  of  bed  frequently,  when  in  a profufe  per- 
fpiration,  from  the  violence  of  the  antimonial  •, 
indeed,  when  there  is  much  bile  in  the  firfl  paf- 
fages,  it  ferves  to  encreafe  that  violence.  The 
opening  the  body  with  our  mild  purge,  previous 
to  the  adminifter.ng  antimony,  prevents  this 
taking  place; 

In  twelve  hours,  fever  and  cold  will  often 
be  carried  off  by  a prudent  ufe  of  antimonials; 
but  bleeding  and  purging  fhould  precede 
its  ufe.  If  Dr.  James’s  powder  be  prefer- 
red, from  three  to  five  grains,  may  be  given 
every  three,  four,  or  fix  hours,  as  was  before 
advifed.  The  patient  does  not  reap  benefit  from 
being  ruffled  by  it;  and  perfons  full  of  blood,  and 
thofe  that  are  weakly,  receive  much  injury  from 
this  caufe,  and'  we  fear  that  the  indiferiminate 
and  officious  ufe  that  is  made  of  it,  does  much 
harm  % the  more  mildly  and  regularly  it  ope- 
rates, the  better  and  fafer;  that  is,  by  gentle 
ficknefs,  fweating,  urine,  or  floor,  or  all  toge- 
ther moderately. 
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One  caution  vve  think  necefiary  to  be  obfer- 
ved  by  thofe  who  give  James’s  powder,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  in  the  packets,  or  papers, 
which  are  i'old.  Always  to  weigh  the  fame 
with  nicety  which  they  mean  to  give,  and 
never  to  truft  to  the  quantity  which  their  paper 
Hates  it  to  have. 

They  profefs  to  contain,  in  each  paper,  twen- 
ty grains  and  a fraction,  but  the  Author  has 
weighed  them  often,  and  found  fome  to  con- 
tain twenty-nine  grains  in  each  Angle  paper, 
and  in  others,  fourteen  grains  only  ; and  any 
candid  perfon  may  eafily  judge  the  milch ief 
that  may  be  done  by  feven  or  eight  grains, 
given  to  weakly  perfons,  when  five  were  only 
intended;  and  what  delay,  and  of  courfe  injury, 
mull  accrue  to  others,  in  giving  and  depending 
upon  the  operation  of  five  grains,  when  three, 
or  three  grains  and  a quarter,  had  only  been  ta- 
ken. It  is  a medicine  of  great  power,  and 
great  virtue,  given  properly;  but  in  thd'e  uncer- 
tain dofes,  and  when  not  properly,  adapted  to 
each  particular  cale  and  conftitution,  is  capable 
of  proving  mifchievous.  The  public  have  a 
right  to  exaCtnels  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
powder,  ccnfidering  how  well  they  are  paid  for 
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it,  and  that  the  health  and  lives  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubje&s  are  at  (lake. 

If  the  body  and  fkin  fnould  be  very  hot,  and 
feverifh,  five  or  fix  grains  of  nitre,  in  barley-wa- 
ter, or  the  almond  emulfion,  will  leflcn  the  heat 
and  not  interfere  with  the  antimonials,  when  ta- 
ken between  the  hours  of  taking  the  antimony. 

The  following  mixture  is  one  of  the  bed 
genera)  medicines  to  cure  fevers  in  moll  confti- 
tutions  as  perhaps  can  be  prefcribed,  and 
polfeffes  no  quality  likely  to  do  harm,  a circum- 
ftance  which  the  author  would  wifii  a prefcri- 
ber  to  have  always  in  view. 

Take  of  the  frefh  juice  of  lemons,  three 
ounces,  fait  of  wormwood,  two  drachms,  eme- 
tic tartar,  one  grain,  fimple  fpear-mint- water, 
five  ounces,  fugar  as  much  as  may  be  palatable. 
The  whole  of  this  mixture,  will  make  four 
dofes,  for  an  adult  perfon,  and  may  be  taken 
at  thediftance  of  four,  five,  or  fix  hours  between 
each  dofe;  younger  perfons  may  take  two  fpoon- 
fiils  at  the  fame  dilfances  of  time,  as  may  be 
found  necefiary  j but  we  could  advile  people  not 
to  trull  to  this,  or  to  any  general  medicine  too 

long. 
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long,  for  fear  fonrie  fymptom,  attending  parti- 
cular cafes  and  conftitutions,  fhould  indicate 
fome  other  mode  of  treatment,  and  which  none 
but  the  experienced  candiftinguifh  or  difcover. 

Dr.  Buchan  has  very  ftrongly  recommended  a 
plafter  of  Burgundy  pitch,  to  be  applied  to  the 
back  for  an  obftinate  cough-,  we  have  known  it 
offervice,  but  a blifter  is  often  as  little  trouble- 
fome  and  more  fpeedily  beneficial.  Where  a 
blifter  is  objected  to,  ufe  the  other,  but  depend 
not  on  externals  only  of  any  kind. 

I 

Opiates  are  often  given  in  troublefome 
coughs;  we  are  cf  opinion  that  they  ought  not 
to  precede  bleeding  and  purging,  efpecially 
if  there  be  the  leaft  fever  or  inflammation;  Dr. 
Fothergill  held  this  opinion,,  where  the  breaft 
and  lungs  are  much  agitated  by  coughing,  reft 
ought  to  be  procured;  but  as  opiates  encreafe 
the  heat  of  the  body,  and  leffen  its  powers,  they 
fhould  be  given  with,  caution.  A tea  fpoonful 
of  paregoric  elixir,  or  fyrup  cf  white  poppies, 
in  any  of  the  emulfions,  or  mucilaginous  drinks, 
as  was  before  oblerved,  and  taken  at  cming-  to 
bed,  will  certainly  do  no  harm,  and  will  tend 
to  quiet  the  cough  and  procure  fleep. 


Farther 
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Farther  with  medicine  we  mean  not  to  go, 
nor  even  quite  fo  far,  if  violent  fymptoms  come 
on,  without  calling  in  good  advice,  as  we  have  all 
along  intimated  ; but  as  fo  many  people  have  a 
propennty  to  Quackery,  we  would  with  them  to 
do  it  with  as  little  mifchief  as  poffible,  and  as 
near  the  regular  practice  as  may  be,  and  for 
this  reafon,  we  have  held  out  to  them,  fafe  and 
mild  remedies,  with  cautious  rules  for  admini- 
ftering  them,  and  we  doubt  not  but  if  they  are 
given  properly,  that  they  will  have  the  defired 
end. 

We  think  it  our  dutv  after  having  given 
fome  directions  to  remove  colds,  and  prevent 
them  becoming  dangerous,  to  offer  a few  re- 
marks, whereby  colds  may  be  prevented,  and 
conftitutions,  fubjeCt  to  catch  them,  rendered 
lefs  liable  to  do  fo.  and  make  the  weakly  to  be- 
come ftrong — and  the  ftrong  more  vigorous. 

In  a variable  climate  like  ours  much  will  de- 
pend upon  regularity  in  living,  and  the  mode 
of  dreffing  agreeably  to  the  feal'on  of  the  year, 
and  feverity  of  the  weather.  In  England,  wc 
are  very  neglectful  in  this  particular,  but  we 
mult  admit  that  a great  deal  depends  upon  cuf- 
tom  begun  early  in  life,  and  regularly  continu- 
ed. 
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ed.  Very  weakly  conftitutions  may  be  very 
much  improved,  and  ftrengthened,  by  training 
them  gradually  to  bear  the  viciffitudes  of  this 
changeable  atmofphere,  and  make  them  be- 
come what  is  called  hardy  ; but  we  have  feen 
this  very  often  carried  too  far;  the  vigour  of  the 
body  as  well  as  the  mind,  in  fome  conftitutions, 
may  be  very  largely  encreafed,  whilft  in  others, 
if  you  prefs  it  beyond  a certain  pitch  you  injure 
both.  Parents,  who  have  thefe  objects  in  view, 
would  do  well  to  confider  the  natural  ftrenoth 
both  of  body  and  mind,  and  to  bend  the  bough 
very  gradually;  other  wife,  they  will  often  break 
it  in  the  attempt.  So  it  is  in  perfons  that  are 
ill,  or  recovering  from  ficknefs  ; when  the  body 
is  in  good  health,  it  may  be  made,  by  degrees, 
to  bear  almoft  every  change  without  inconve- 
nience, but  whilft  difeafe,  or  its  effedts,  remain 
upon  them,  the  mold  trifling  innovation  in  diet, 
cloathing,  &c.  is  not  without  hazard  of  dan- 
ger. 

. . • ' + f:  . * 1 y . '*•  f , 

Nothing,  perhaps,  contributes  more  to 
llrengthen  the  conftitucion,  and  render  the  body 
kfs  liable  to  catch  cold,  than  bathing  in  the 
Cold  Bath,  or  in  the 'Sea.  Yet  this  fhould  never 
be  u fed  whilft.  the  patient  has  a cough  or  cold 
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upon  him,  but  if  it  is  begun  in  relaxed  or 
weakly  conftitutions,  or  fuch  as  are  called  ner- 
vous, colds  and  their  confequences  will  be  pre- 
vented. It  may  be  ufed  twice  or  thrice  a week. 

Next  to  cold  bathing,  warm  cloathing  de- 
mands our  attention,  which  we  recommend  to  be 
fufficiently  worn,  to  prevent  the  keen  blafts  of 
the  north  and  north-eaft  winds  from  blowing  off 
the  perfpiration  from  our  bodies,  and  thereby 
doling  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  producing 
colds,  rheumatifms,  fevers,  &c. 

Moifture  is  alfo  very  injurious  to  the  body, 
but  moifture  and  cold  applied  together,  are 
more  powerfully  bad,  than  either  of  them  alone. 
Therefore,  what  can  cold  and  moifture  be  refif- 
ted  fo  well  by,  as  warm  cloathing  ? that  is,  warm 
{lockings,  and  fhoesj  and  fuch  as  are  accuftom- 
ed  to  have  winter  coughs,  afthmas,  fore  throats, 
&c.  will  find  a thin  flannel  waiftcoat  worn  next 
the  Ikin  under  the  Ihirt,  to  be  one  of  the  bell 
preventatives  .known ; and  we  are  furprized  to 
find  the  judicious  Buchan  objedt  to  flannel. 

No  body  of  men  enjoy  better  health  than 
Coachmen  and  chairmen,  who  go  through  every 
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viciflitude  of  weather,  and  we  attribute  it  to 
their  going  fo  warmly  cloathed  as  they  do,  and 
their  health  would  be  dill  more  permanent,  if 
they  had  not  a bad  cudom  of  drinking  warm 
purl,  and  other  warm  drinks,  and  immediately 
after  going  into  the  cold  air  ; whereas  a glafs  of 
any  fpirits,  or  a pint  of  cold  ftrong  beer,  fortify 
the  body  againd  cold  much  more,  becaufe  the 
warm  drinks  open  the  pores,  and  the  cold  ones 
do  not. 

\Y e are  forry  to  lee  fo  many  abfurd  faftii- 
ons  invented  for  my  fair  country-women, 
fraught  with  fo  much  danger  to  their  health, 
and  of  courfe  to  their  beauty.  If  they  are 
to  wear  great  hoops,  fhort  days,  and  petty- 
coats  up  to  their  knees,  they  require  warm 
flannel  drawers,  and  warm  under  coverings 
to  keep  them  from  the  influence  of  cold. 
It  is  a matter  of  fome  furfprife,  that  delicate  as 
they  really  are,  more  mifchief  does  not  accrue 
from  fuch  modes  of  drefling.  In  a morning, 
they  are  wrapped  up,  with  clofe  warm  gowns, 
and  the  face,  neck,  and  ched,  carefully  guard- 
ed from  cold  by  a warm  cap  and  handker- 
chief; and  in  the  evening,  are  feen  half  naked 
in  the  dreet,  the  play-houfe,  or  in  a cold 
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coach.  Or,  perhaps,  after  fitting  in  a warm 
room,  heated  with  large  fires,  a number  of 
candles,  and  full  of  people  for  three  hours  to- 
gether, then,  all  on  a Hidden  they  walk  through 
a cold  airy  gallery,  and  winding  flairs,  with 
currents  of  wind  blowing  up ; and  afterwards 
be  driven  a mile  or  two  in  a cold  coach,  through 
a pinching  froft,  or  damp  midnight  air. 

■ . . . i 

Our  young  men  are  equally  carelefs  in  con- 
ducting themfelves  in  the  fame  things,  as  well 
as  in  their  cloathing,  one  minute  they  are  in  a 
hot  crouded  play-houfe,  and  the  next  expofed 
to  the  cold  piercing  eddies,  and  great  currents 
of  air  that  are  felt  round  the  Garden,  the  lar- 
ger ftreets,  and  St.  Paul’s;  and  fo  indifcreet  is 
pride,  that  you  feldom  fee  them  in  a great  coat 
when  they  aredrefifed  for  the  evening,  although 
they  have  been  wearing  it  almoft  the  whole  day 
before. 

Our  young  citizens  are  particularly  regard- 
lefs  of  this  circumftance;  one  part  of  the  day 
they  are  in  a clofe  warm  accompting  houfe,  and 
in  the  evening  with  light  thin  cloaths,  with  the 
bread  open,  and  perhaps  under  a courfe  of  mer- 
cury. 
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cury.  Mercury  is  injurious  to  the  body,  when, 
troubled  with  a cold,  and  it  is  dangerous  to 
be  expofed  to  wet  and  cold  during  the  time  it  is 
taken,  as  it  contributes  to  the  catching  cold  by 
its  debilitating  powers. 

We  could  wifh  the  morals  of  the  people 
were  fuch  as  not  to  require  its  fo  frequent  ex- 
hibition ; but  as  we  cannot  be  expected  to  reform 
the  age,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  recommend 
warm  cloathing,  whilft  they  are  requiring  its 
fpecifick  virtues,  that  it  may  not  do  more  in- 
jury than  good. 

Too  warm  cloathing  relaxes  and  debilitates 
the  body,  and  promotes  too  plentiful  perfpira- 
tlonj  a medium  is  therefore  to  be  obferved,  but 
a want  of  that  which  is  proper,  is  attended  with 
more  ferious  mifchief  than  by  too  warm  a 
cloathing,  if  it  be  not  imprudently  thrown  by 
fuddenly. 

Children,  that  are  fubjeft  to  gripes,  convul- 
sions, coughs,  &c.  fhould  always  wear  warm 
ftockings;  thefe,  and  many  of  their  complaints, 
arife,  from  their  tender  limbs  being  chilled,  by 

the 
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the  fevcre  cold  of  our  winters*  and  their  legs  and 
feet  not  being  covered  at  all — A pernicious 
cuftom ! 


To  conclude,  if  every  perfon  that  finds 
himfelf  afBidted  with  a cold,  would  take  the 
trouble  to  read  this  pamphlet  with  attention,  fo 
as  to  underftand  its  contents  well,  and  not  to 
curforily  catch  one  part,  without  attending  to 
the  other;  and  afterwards  carefully  to  apply 
the  means  here  recommended,  we  flatter  our- 
felves,  without  prefumption,  that  the  complaint 
would  foon  be  removed,  and  the  patient,  in- 
flead  of  languifhing  many  months  of  a con- 
fumption,  in  confequence  of  having  negledted  ♦ 
this  care,  would  enjoy  good  health,  and  vigour 
in  its  place.  Was  this  to  be  attended  to  in 
general,  it  would  foon  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
putes  of  the  learned,  whether  our  births , or 
our  burials,  exceed  each  other;  by  the  great 
numbers  of  fubjedfs  it  would  fave  to  tfye  ftatc, 
and  Ihew  foreigners,  that  confumptions  are 
rarely,  if  ever  contagious  in  England , and  by 
no  means  fo  common  as  they  are  in  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  Italy.  The  great  contagion  here  is, 

carleffnefs  of  colds  in  their  origin , and  which 

we 
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we  hope  to  fee  lefiened  everyday,  it  is  our  mod: 
anxious  wijh , and  if  we  have  the  pleafure  to 
hear,  that,  bat  one  -parent  faved  bis  darling  [on,  or 
one  fon  an  affectionate  and  lender  parent,  thorough 
our  directions , we  Jhall  have  a rich  reward ; and 
it  will  confirm  us  in  an  old  favourite  motto, 
that  ,c  No  LIFE  IS  SO  PLEASING  TO  GOD,  AS 
THAT,  WHICH  IS  USEFUL  TO  MANKIND.” 


Succefsfull 
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SUCCESSFUL  DIRECTIONS, 

To  PREVENT  and  CURE 

CONSUMPTIONS. 


For  want  of  timely  carey 

Millions  have  died  of  medicable  wounds 

Dr.  Armstrong, 


T HERE  is  ho  difeafe  which  robs  the  world 

i 

of  fo  many  ufeful  members  of  fociety  as  Con- 
sumptions; the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  and 
the  fcholar,  alike  become  victims  to  its 
fatal  influence ; for  not  only  men  of  the 
greateft  talents,  but  women,  of  the  faireft 
forms  and  liveliefl  fenfibility,  who  might  have 
become  Alining;  ornaments  to  the  nation,  as 
well  as  to  domeflic  happinefs,  are  un- 
timely fnatched  away,  by  this  cruel  dif- 
temper. 


I 
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Confumptions  have  always  been  common  iit 
this  country,  and  we  very  much  fear,  that 
.they  are  found  rather  toincreafe  than  diminifh, 
and  probably  from  fome  of  the  following 
caufes  : Our  youth  are  not  fo  robuft  and  ftro-ng 
as  they  ufed  to  be,  owing  to  the  prefent  modes 
of  living,  and  other  habits  of  life.  We  have 
many  more  perfons  employed  at  fedentary 
trades  than  ufed  to  be,  in  large  towns,  and  in 
many  bufinefles,  which  furnifti  the  furrounding 
air  with  unwholefome  materials,  which  are 
drawn  in  with  the  breath,  and  injure  the  lungs; 
many  are  alfo  engaged  in  employments  which 
require  an  almoft  conftant  bending  of  the  body 
forwards;  and  others  to  prel's  upon  the  cheft, 
and  fo  caufe  additional  labour  in  refpiration  ; 
and  confequently  to  the  circulation  of  the 
blood. 

Pleafure,  and  diflipation,  are  alfo  fought  after 
by  all  ranks  of  people;  the  numerous  places  of 
public  amufements,  are  fo  many  feed  beds, 
and  nurferies  for  colds.  In  fummer,.  as  well 
as  winter,  the  fame  danger  prevails;  owing 
to  perfons  not  confideriug  fufficiently  the  na- 
ture of  our  climate.  At  Vauxhall,  and  other 
nodturnal  amufements,  what  numbers  may  be 

feen 


On  CONSUMPTIONS.  63 


feen  at  midnight,  as  thinly  cloathed,  as  they 
were  in  the  middle  of  a hot  day?  the  hotter 
the  day,  the  larger  the  quantity  of  dew  natu- 
rally fails,  and  fometimes  the  whole  atmof- 
phere  is  loaded  with  watery  vapour,  and  a 
brilk  eaft,  or  north  call  wind,  blowing  at  the 
fame  time;  the  pores  being  opened  by  the  heat 
of  the  day,  more  readily  become  fuddenly  clo- 
fed,  a check  of  perfpiration  takes  place,  the 
lungs  at  the  fame  time  imbibe  the  damp,  and 
cold  air,  and  a foundation  is  often  thus  laid 
for  future  ferious  milchief. 


But  ivhile  the  chilling  dews  defcend 
Let  nothing  tempt  you  to  the  cold  emhr ace 
Oj  humid  Jlcies 

Dr.  Armstrong. 


Our  boys,  particularly  in  the  metropolis  and 
other  large  places,  have  too  early  and  too  fre- 
quent a knowledge  of  the  fex,  which  leffens 
the  growth  and  fcrength  of  their  conftitutions; 
nor  does  the  mifchief  flop  here,  for  a certain 
ciiforder  is  too  often  the  confequence  of  fuch 
purfuits;  and  the  means  neceflary  for  its  cure 
pften  debilitates  the  body,  breaks  down  tho 
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crafis  of  the  blood,  weakens  the  elaftic  fibres, 
and  renders  the  body  more  liable  to  receive,  and 
lefs  able  to  refill,  the  fudden  changes,  from, 
heat  to  cold,  which  they  are  perpetually  cxr 
poling  themfelves  to. 

There  is  alfo  a practice,  too  common  in  large 
fehools,  and  fometimes  in  private  life,  which 
has  very  bad  jeffefts  on  the  conftitution,  which 
is  Onanifm.  Parents,,  and  guardians,  and  thofe 
who  have  the  charge  of  youth  about  the  time 
of  puberty,  cannot  be  too  watchful  to  prevent 
ir,  or  depiCt  it  in  too  hateful  colours,  in  order 
to  keep  it  from  growing  into  a habit,  and 
therefore  become,  like  all  other  habits,  dif- 
ficult to  remove. 

Whether  we  are  right  in  our  conjectures,  it 
is  not  for  us  to  determine  ; be  it  fufficient  that 
we  think,  from  the  obfervations  which  we  have 
made,  that  we  are  warranted  in  drawing  fuch 
conclufions,  and  offer  them  as  beacons  to  the 
unwary.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  we  beg 
leave  to  make  another  remark,  which  we  think 
ourfelves  equally  juftilied  in  hinting  to  our 
fair  readers  ; which  is  to  be  very  cautious,  in 
the  ufe  of  c ofmetics  to  beautify  the  Ikin,  or  take 

of} 
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off  pimples  from  the  face,  Sec.  for  thofe  which 
are  mod:  ufed,  are  prepared  from  white  lead, 
and  other  mod;  deleterious  poifons;  which,  not 
only  repel  the  humours,  but  communicate 
their  poifonous  qualities  to  the  lungs,  and 
other  tender  parts  of  the  conftitution. 


To  thefe  occafional  caufes  many  more  might 
be  added;  but  as  it  is  not  our  defign,  to  write 
a regular  and  compleat  treatife  on  Confump- 
tions,  we  dial  1 content  ourfelves,  with  juft  ftatr 
ing  the  general  appearances  and  effedts  of  the 
jdifeafe,  and  fuch  means  as  we  have  obferved 
to  be  beneficial,  or  detrimental,  to  thofe  who 
have  had  the  diforder* 

The  generality  of  Confumptions,  as  we  have 
before  obferved,  are  brought  on  by  the  nege£t- 
ing  colds  in  their  early  ftate,  or  by  fome  other 
caufe,  which  might  have  been  as  timely  re- 
moved, had  it  been  attended  to;  in  this  we 
include  fuch  pcrfons  as  are  faid  to  be  born  of 
confumptive  parents,  or  out  of  whofe  family 
fome  have  died  of  thisdifeafe.  For  although 
we  admit  that  many  difeafes  be  hereditary;  and 
that  very  diftreffmg  cafes  frequently  happen, 
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where  this  proves  fatal  to  feveral,  in  one,  and 
the  fame  family;  yet  we  cannot  forbear  think- 
ing, but  that  many  of  them  might  have  been 
prevented,  by  attending  to  the  rules  Hated 
in  this,  and  the  former  part  of  our  work. 


In  the  beginning  of  thefe  /beets,  I have  ex- 
prefied  raylelf,  as  flrong  as  I was  abie,  or  the 
numerous  evils  which  arife  for  the  want  of 
care;  and  although,  I have  my  hopes,  yet  I 
have  my  fears,  left  it  fhould  happen  in  this 
cafe,  as  it  happens  in  general,  that  advice, 
gives  no  new  powers  of  reliftance.  Yet  I can- 
not again  forbear  warning  fuch  perfons  as  have 
coughs  or  other  diforders  in  the  lungs,  to  avoid 
if  poflible  the  fate  of  as  amiable  a young  lady 
in  my  neighbourhood  as  ever  the  fun  fhone  on; 
the  beauty  of  whole  perfon  could  only  be  equal- 
led by  the  goodnefsof  her  heart,  and  other  en- 
dearments of  mind!  a cafe  which  will  not  now 
admit  of  relief,  although  it  moft  probably 
would  have  done,  had  fhe  taken  the  proper 
care  in  time,  or  had  the  difeafe  been  thought 
ferious,  when  it  was  remediable.  It  worked, 
like  a worm  in  the  bud,  to  the  unfpeakable 
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diOrefs  of  one  of  the  belt  of  parents,  and  other 
lamenting  friends. 

1 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  remark,  that  moftof 
our  youth,  of  both  fexes,  who  fhew  very  ex- 
traordinary marks  of  genius  early,  be  ge- 
nerally of  very  weak  delicate  conftitutions; 
their  natural  eagernels  to  improve,  and  to  excel, 
is  equally  pleafing  to  themfelves,  their  parents, 
and  their  friends.  In  this  cafe,  the  very  nume- 
rous, and  arduous  ftudies,  and  other  neceffary 
qualifications  for  the  completition  of  the  charac- 
ter of  a bright  genius,  become  too  mighty  for 
, them  to  urfdergo  with  fafety  to  their  health. 
Nature,  at  this  time  of  life,  has  .many  important 
offices  to  perform,  which  are  impeded,  by  too 
great  exertions  of  any  kind  ; the  folids  become 
weakened,  inftead  of  accumulating  ftrength;  the 
fmaller  vefiels  are  unfit  for  their  feveral  func- 
tions, for  the  want  of  that  principle  which 
nature  employs  in  giving  firmnefs,  power, 
and  exertion  to  t he  conftitution,  when  it  is 
weak  from  any  caufe,  and  particularly  in 
fuch  perfons  as  out  grow  their  firength.  The 
whole  frame  infenfibly  becomes  difeafed,  and 
js  fometimes  in  the  greatefi:  danger,  before 
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the  patient,  or  the  friends  fufpedt  that  medicaf 
affi Ranee  be  neceflary;  and  happy  it  is,  when 
that  affiftance  is  able  to  difeover  the  real  caufe, 
or  do  any  permanent  good.  Therefore, 
ye  parents ! who  have  children  of  this? 
delcription,  confider  that  fhining  abilities? 
will  make  their  own  way,  and  will  not  be  ob- 
feured  by  time,  that  the  fruit  will  be  ripe  in  due 
feafon,  that  bodily  ftrength  is  neceflary  to  great 
exertions  of  the  mind,  and  that  many  of  the 
choiceA  plants,  and  moR  beautiful  flowers,  re- 
quire the  minute  A,  as  well  as  the  mofl  diligent 
care  to  bring  them  to  mature  Arength  and  beau- 
ty,  and  when  arrived  to  that  certain  pitchy  will 
bear  many  a nipping  froA,  and  piercing  cold, 
with  impunity,  which  but  a little  before,  would 
have  deprived  them  of  exiAence.  The  above  cafes 
often  end  in  confumption,  therefore  great  judger 
ment  is  neceflary  to  diAinguifh  the  true  caufe 
and  apply  proper  means,  and  whoever  is  thus 
circumflanced,  we  cannot  but  urge  them  to 
guard  againA  fo  diflrefling  a Ctuation  in 
time. 

ThemoA  frequent  caufes  which  oceafion  con- 
fuinptions,  are  the  fmall  pox,  mealies,  and  fe- 
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Veral  other  fpecies  of  eruptions  repelled  upon 
the  lungs,  cuflomary  evacuations  having  been 
flopped  fuddenly,  fuch  as  i flues,  fweaty  feer,  the 
menfes,  Sec.  colds  negledled,  ill  cured  inflam- 
mation, fpafmodic  afthmas,  fcrofulous  affecti- 
ons, tubercles,  a fpitting  of  blood  from  the 
lungs,  a malformation  of  the  bones  of  the  chefl 
tight  flays,  and  other  caufes  which  impede  the 
free  action  of  refpiration.  Abforption  of  mat- 
ter from  an  ab feels,  women  giving  fuck  beyond 
their  flrength,  or  when  emaciated  by  other  pro- 
fufe  natural  drains,  the  materials  of  feveral  ma- 
nufactures being  drawn  into  the  lungs  in  the 
act  of  refpiration,  fuch  as  barbers,  mealmen, 
glafs  grinders,  flone  cutters,  Sec.  Sec.  all  tend  to 
the  fame  deflructive  end. 


If  the  Confumption  arifes  from  violent  colds, 
the  fymptoms  may  be  gradually  traced  from 
the  beginning ; but,  if  from  any  of  the  above 
mentioned  caufes,  it  requires  difeernment  to  dif- 
cover  what  that  be,  that  it  may  have  its  corref- 
pondent  cure,  as  may  be  feen,  by  the  follow- 
ing cafe  : A lady,  without  any  previous  known 
caufe,  or  apparent  negletfl,  feemed  to  be  grow- 
ing confumptive,  very  able  phyfleians  had  been 
frequently  confulted,  and  every  rational  means 
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were  ufed  for  her  cure,  but  without  effect.  One 
day  I afked  her,  if  fhe  had  any  objection  to  an 
iffue?  flie  anfwered  no,  that  fhe  had  had  one  all 
her  life,  till  within  a few  months,  when  Ihe 
was  defired  to  dry  it  up,  but  now  Ihe  began  to 
recoiled,  Ihe  had  never  been  well  fince.  An 
iffue  was  inftantly  made,  and  fhe  very  foon  after 
got  well,  and  ftili  continues  fo*  this  is  four 
years  ago. 

Perfons,  who  are  moft  fubjed  to  become  con- 
fumptive,  are  of  a delicate  make,  fair  complexi- 
on and  florid  countenance,  foftfkin,  long  necks, 
narrow  chefls,  prominant  fhoulders  and  hips 
flicking  out  like  wings,  with  hollow  temples, 
thick  upper  lips,  and  teeth  of  a milky  white- 
nefs.  Many  of  the  above  defcription  have  con- 
ftitutionally  weak  lungs,  and  the  glands  of  the 
neck,  lungs  and  bowels,  are  often  obftruded, 
but  thefe  do  not  always  produce  mifchief,  till 
colds  or  fome  other  caufe,  fets  them  in  a flame, 
which  ends  in  fuppuration,  hedic  fever,  ulcers, 
and  confumption. 

Sometimes,  where  tubercles  be  the  immediate 
caufe,  and  have  been  made  tender,  from  too 
great  exercife,  breathing  bad  air  in  hot  croud- 
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ed  rooms,  improper  food,  colds,  &c.  the  be- 
ginnings are  hardly  perceivable,  the  cough  not 
being  very  frequent  at  firft,  generally  dry,  or 
unaccompanied  with  much  expectoration,  and 
that,  moftly,  of  alight  frothy  mucus,  mixed  with 
air,  and  moftly  in  a morning,  and  excite  vomiting; 
the  patient  feels  an  uneafinefs  about  the  cheft,  or 
a fenfe  of  pain  on  lying  down,  on  one,  or  both 
fjdes,  or  under  the  breaft  bone  ; the  breathing 
is  alfo  opprefied  with  the  leaft  quickened  moti- 
on, and  particularly  fo  in  hot  rooms,  or  in  moifl: 
weather ; his  fpirits  are  very  irregular,  being 
fometimes  very  lively  or  fad,  without  any  known 
reafon;  a red  flu fh  will  appear  upon  one,  or 
both  cheeks,  efpecially  after  meals,  with  a dry- 
nefs  and  heat  in  the  palms  of  the  hands ; a par- 
ticular quicknefs  in  fpeaking  may  be  obferved,  as 
well  as  an  unnatural  peevifhnefs,  which  gains 
upon  them,  though  before  of  the  fweeteft  difpo- 
fitions ; all  or  moft  of  thefe  fymptoms,  may  be 
feen  by  a careful  obferver  many  months  before 
the  patient  thinks  of  complaining,  or  will  ac- 
knowledge that  he  is  ill,  and  then  the  cough  per- 
haps may  be  found  to  grow  moretroublefome,  and 
all  he  ails  is  attributed  to  it,  and  to  appeafe  which 
the  family  apothecary  is  fent  for,  and  is  defired 
to  adminifter  fome  foft  balfamic,  but  if  he  talks  of 
bleeding  or  regimen,  which  now  is  abfolutely  ne- 
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ceffary,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  fome  private 
views  of  his  own  to  anfwer,  or  the  patient  re- 
plies that  he  is  not  bad  enough  to  fubmit  to  that 
yet ; when  God  knows,  this  is  the  very  time  that 
he  can  be  of  real  fervice.  By  a little  care,  and 
attention,  the  urgency  of  the  cough  becomes 
abated,  the  forenefs  of  the  cheft  is  alfo  leffened, 
and  being  tired  of  medicines,  and  conftraint  or 
confinement,  the  patient  thinksthe  reft  will  wear 
off j thus  half  cured  he  immediately  flies  to  the 
fame  round  of  diflipation,  or  expofure  to  colas, 
or  other  means  which  firft  brought  it  on,  which 
does  not  fail  to  add  to  the  already  dangerous 
heap,  which  daily  accumulates  till  it  ends  in  the 
difeafe  in  queftion. 


After  having  given  a full  defcription  of  this 
difeafe,  I hope  my  readers  will  excufe  my  frequent 
repetition  of  advice  relative  to  taking  care  in 
time  j it  is  from  a conviflion  that  it  cannot  be 
too  often  repeated  or  enforced,  and  not  from  a 
tautological  ufe  of  the  term,  which  it  might 
otherwife  appear  to  be  ; for  I would  rather  that 
a critic  fhould  fay  I had  ufed  fuch  a fentence  too 
often,  than  that  one  perfon  fhould  receive  any 
injury  for  the  want  of  attending  to  it.  Or  if 

this 
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this  be  a blemilh  to  the  work,  I hope  it  will  be 
obferved  by  every  reader. •— 

I {hall  not  fay  much  with  refpeft  to  medicine 
here,  for  the  reafons  before  given  •,  the  principle 
things  which  I fhall  advife,  will  be  more  to  re- 
gulate the  conduit  of  patients,  by  applying  to 
their  reaion,  matters  within  theircomprehenfion, 
and  fuch  minutiae  as  phyficians  have  not  always 
time  to  diredt,  but  which  in  my  opinion  are  elfen- 
iially  necefiary. 

In  the  beginning  of  Confumptions,  bleeding 
is  a principle  remedy,  and  in  almoft  all  con- 
llitutions,  abfolutely  neceffary,  which  muft  be 
repeated  often,  in  fmall  quantities,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient, 

r , f f 

If  pain  in  the  fide,  or  under  the  bread:  bone," 
flriking  ftrait  to  the  back  bone,  or  oppreffion 
in  breathing,  or  the  cough  be  remarkably  trou- 
blefome,  or  the  expedtoration  {freaked  with 
blood,  no  medicine  can  be  fo  ufeful  as  bleed- 
ing ; three  or  four  ounces,  may  be  fafely  taken 
from  very  weakly  perfons  in  the  above  cafes, 

for 
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for  thefe  plainly  indicate  inflammation,  which 
will  do  more  mifchief,  than  the  temporary  in- 
convenience, which  may  be  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  the  weaknefs  which  bleeding  may  produce 
— thefe  who  are  not  fo  weak,  may  have  it  re- 
peated, once  in  three,  four,  or  ten  days,  if  the 
pains,  or  other  prefling  evils  remain.  By  this 
the  root  of  the  d'ifeafe  is  flruck  at,  and  its  pro- 
grefs  flopped. 

• . ; - L . 

At  the  fame  time  that  bleeding  is  neeeffary, 
the  body  mufl  be  kept  open,  with  cooling  neu- 
tral falts,  fuch  as  fal  polychrefl,  cream  of  tar- 
tar, foluble  tartar,  &c.  or  the  following  pow- 
der taken  three,  or  four  times  a day,  in  thin  bar- 
ley water,  or  any  other  Ample  vehicle,  will  an- 
jfwer  that  purpofe,  and  contribute  to  abate  fe- 
<verifh  heat,  and  inflammation. 


Take  of  fal  polychrefl,  fugar,  and  com- 
pound powder  of  gum  tragacanth,  of  each  a 
jcruple,mix  for  one  dofe.  This  may  be  increafed 
or  diminifhed,  in  proportion  to  the  effects ; ora 
tea  cup  full  of  the  following  pleafant  apozem, 
inay  be  taken  three,  or  four  times  a day,  for 
the  above  purpofes. 


Take 
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Take  of  cream  of  tartar,  and  purified  nitre, 
of  each  two  drams,  pearl  barley  half  an  ounce, 
honey  two  ounces. — Boil  thefe  gradually  in 
three  pints  of  water,  till  half  is  conlumed,  then 
ftrain  off  the  clear  for  ufe  •,  liquorice  root  may- 
be added  or  not  at  pleafure. 


If  the  body  be  too  much  opened  by  the  above 
recited  medicines,  the  following  draught  may 
be  ufed,  to  abate  the  fever,  or  inflammation, 
and  fhould  be  taken  two  or  three  time*  a 
day,  or  oftener  if  needful. 


Take  of  fugar  and  prepared  chalk,  powder 
of  gum  arabic  of  each  half  a dram,  nitre 
purified  fifteen  grains,  pure  water,  or  fimple 
mint  water,  two  ounces. 

If  the  nitre  fhould  be  found  to  occafion  gripes, 
or  prove  too  cold  for  the  ftomach,  it  may  be 
leffcned  to  four  or  five  grains,  the  laline  mixture 
with  or  without  the  emetic  tartar,  may  be 
taken  for  the  like  cafe,  as  in  fome  conflitutions 
it  agrees  bed  ; a dram  of  prepared  chalk  may 
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be  added  to  the  mixture,  and  the  emetic  tartar 
omitted,  where  too  many  motions  abound. 


The  inhaler  ftiould  be  ufed  frequently  with 
the  fame  cautions  as  directed  in  the  firft 
part-,  this  will  lubricate  the  inflamed  lungs, 
lefien  the  cough,  and  caufe  the  mucus  to  be 
fpit  away  with  more  eafe  and  fafety. 


Blifters  are  mod  fafe  efficacious  things  in  all 
complaints  of  the  cheft  ; it  is  not  perhaps  fo 
much  from  the  quantity  of  difcharge  which  they 
draw  away,  as  from  a particular  effect  they  have 
of  inviting  the  inflammation  from  within  out- 
wardly, as  is  found  in  cafes  of  fore  throat's,  &c. 
we  therefore  advife  fmall  ones  to  be  applied 
from  time  to  time,  to  different  parts  of  the  cheft, 
where  the  pain  is,  or  upon  the  back,  pit  of  the 
ftomach,  or  iides;  when  one  has  been  on  the 
part  affc&ed  a day  or  two  let  it  be  healed, 
and  in  a day  or  two  after  apply  another  to 
fome  other  part,  if  wanted  ; this  is  lefs  painful 
and  more  efficacious,  than  what  is  called  a per- 
petual blifter,  for  with  that  there  are  frefh  flies 
applied  and  more  trouble  in  general. 


I flues 
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I flues  between  the  flioulders,  or  between  the 
ribs,  in  many  defperate  cafes,  I have  known  of 
lingular  advantage  ; Mr.  Mudge,  and  others, 
lay  great  ftrefs  upon  them  ; I have  myfelf  a 
good  opinion  of  their  ufe,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend them. 

Jis  many  very  potent  medicines  might  be 
prefcribed,  and  perhaps  applied  improperly,  we 
fhall  forbear  mentioning  any  more,  except  for  vio- 
lent coughs,  leaft  we  ffiould  do  ourfelves,  what 
We  condemn  in  others  we  fhall  therefore  men- 
tion a few  Ample  medicines,  which  yvill  do  no 
injury,  and  yet  contain  confiderable  virtue,  in 
allaying  fever  in  the  lungs,  and  at  the  fame 
time  be  lightly  nutritions. 

For  this  purpofe  we  recommend  decodtions,  or 
infufions  of  liquorice  root,  figs  and  raifns, 
marfh  mallow,  dandelion,  colts  foot,  comfrey, 
eryngo  and  mullein  roots,  either  of  thefe, 
Diced,  and  boiled  in  water  until  pretty 
much  impregnated  with  the  virtues  of  the 
plant,  an  ounce  or  two  tp  a quart  of  water, 
and  boiled  to  a pint,  will  be  of  fufRcient 
flrength  j fuch  as  are  very  glutinous,  as  com- 
frey, lefs  of  the  root  will  be  fufficient ; thefe, 
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fweetned  with  honey,  are  moil:  excellent  healing 
pedtorals.  If  the  fever  is  much  abated,  or  if 
the  patient  be  weak,  or  in  fu'ch  a fcate  as  bark 
might  be  thought  advifeable,  the  bitter  pedtoral 
herbs,  will  generally  be  found  more  beneficial, 
as  they  do  not  bind  the  cheft.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  I recommend  infufions  of  hoarhound, 
ground  ivy,  lungwort,  maiden  hair,  elecampane, 
wild  fuccory,  oak  lungs,  .&c.  the  juice  of  le- 
mons, or  oranges,  or  any  other  vegetable  acid, 
may  be  put  in  great  plenty,  in  any  of  the  drinks, 
if  they  agree  •,  they  cool,  and  abate  fever, 
ftrengthen  the  fcomach,  and  check  night  fweats, 
and  in  general  are  to  be  preferred  to  mineral 
acids. 

Honey,  for  almoftall  difordersof  the  break an-d 
lungs,  is  a moll  admirable  remedy;  Doctors 
Huxham,  Arburthnot,  and  many  other  great 
men,  have  very  juftiy  extolled  it;  and  as  it  does 
not  agree  with  all  conilitutions,  we  apprehend, 
that  clarifying  it,  would  make  it  do  fo ; indeed, 
fome  care  is  neceflfary  to  procure  it  genuine,  as 
at  is  a very  common  bafe  pradlice  for  dealers  in 
it,  to  adulterate  it,  and  in  this  cafe,  no  one 
knows  what  they  eat ; it  may  be  ufed,  in  com- 
mon drinks,  in  medicine,  and  on  bread  inftead 
of  butter. 


As 
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As  the  cough  is  a very  troublefome  fymptom, 
during  the  progrefs  of  confumptive  diforders,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  give  a few  directions,  in 
addition  to  thofe  we  have  already,  to  keep 
the  violence  of  it  from  doing  more  mifchief, 
while  the  caufe  is  being  removed,  by  the  means 
juft  recited;  and  fuch  others,  as  we  fhall 

have  cccafion  to  mention;  the  peCtoral  infuftons, 

• . . : 

and  decoCtions,  above  advifed,  will  generally 
anfwer  the  end  very  well,  but  as  there  are 
many  cafes,  which  they  will  not,  we  fhall 
give  a prefcription  for  a mixture,  which  will  aCt 
as  a good  expectorant,  appeafe  the  cough,  and 
procure  reft,  and  if  any  thing  more  anodyne  is 
wanted  one,  or  two  of  the  expectorating  pills  may 
be  applied  for  that  purpofe. 

Take  of  mucilage  of  quince  feeds  ftx  ounces, 
oxymel  of  fquills  half  an  ounce,  ipecacuanha 
wine  one  dram,  liquid  laudanum  ten  drops.  Mix. 
Of  which  a defert  fpoonful  may  be  taken  now  and 
then  to  help  the  cough  and  to  fheath  the  paflage 
to  the  ftomach ; it  fhould  be  fwallowed  gradually, 
and  will  thereby  be  more  efficacious.  This  may  be 
called  the  Healing  Expectorating  Mixture.  And 
the  following,  Anodyne  Expectorating  Pills: 

L 2 Take 


|o  On  CONSUMPTIONS. 

Take  of  laudanum,  conferve  of  rofes  of  each 
five  grains,  dried  fquills  in  powder,  ipeca- 
cuanha in  powder,  of  each  four  grains.  With 
any  fyrup,  make  thefe  up  with  care  into 
ten  pills,  one  dr  two  of  thefe  may  be  taken 
at  night  going  to  bed,  when  neceffary.  One 
Caution  is  very  neceffary  ; wherever  opiates  be 
given,  to  take  care  that  they  do  not  make  the 
patient  coftive,  which  they  generally  do,  the 
fquills  and  ipecacuanha  may  probably  prevent 
it,  but  if  they  do  not,  ufe  fome  bf  the  opening 
medicines  already  advifed. 

■*  \ ! ■ 

When  the  lungs  are  loaded  with  tough 

phlegm,  and  unattended  with  pains  in  the  fide, 
or  under  the  cheft,  or  other  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation, from  five  grains  to  ten  of  ipeca- 
cuanha, may  be  given  once  or  twice  a week, 
in  a difh  of  tea,  in  the  morning  in  bed,  and 
the  patient  to  lye  down  after  it ; in  half  an  hour, 
more  or  lefs,  it  will  caufe  a gentle  effort  to  reach, 
and  another  difh  or  two  of  tea  may  be  drank, 
and  it  will  come  off  eafy  ; i do  not  mean  this 
as  a regular  puke,  but  only  as  a means  to 
loofen  the  tough  phlegm  in  the  lungs,  and  by 
the  little  exertion  of  puking,  to  bring  it  away 

more 
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more  expeditioufly,  and  indeed  more  fafe  and 
pleafant,  than  by  much  coughing. 


The  moft  difficult  talk,  we  are  now  going  to 
impofe,  which  is  a rigid  adherence  to  a parti- 
cular regimen,  without  which  the  choice!!  me- 
dicines loole  their  proper  Cffedts,  and  the  belt 
advice  is  thrown  away;  the  difeafe  cannot  be 
cured  by  medicine  without  the  diet  correfponds, 
and  of  the  two,  I would  fay,  rather  negledt  your 
medicine  than  your  food,  for  one  improper 
meal  may  do  more  mifehief  than  any  phyfic 
Can  be  able  to  remove  in  a week. 


In  almofl  every  cafe  of  confumption  of  the 
lungs,  where  recovery  is  much  to  be  expedted, 
(fome  few  exceptions  to  the  contrary  being 
allowed)  flefh  meats,  and  every  preparation  of 
them,  muft  be  forbidden.  Fifh,  as  partaking  in 
fome  degree  of  the  fame  nature,  is  alfo  improper. 
Calves  feet  jellies,  nouriffiing  foups,  and  fuch 
things  as  are  generally  confidered  by  good 
houfewives,  and  people  in  general,  as  neceffary 
to  recruit  the  ftrength  of  the  fick,  are  much  too 
rich  and  ftimulating,  and  too  heavy  to  digeft  pro- 
perly. In  their  place,  a diet  confifting  of  fruits, 

vegetables. 
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vegetables,  milk,  and  farinaceous  fubftances, 
mult  be  fubftituted.  Thefe  will  be  quite 
fufficient  to  fupport  the  powers  of  life, 
while  the  nature  of  the  food  will  furniffi  a 
mild  foft  nutriment  to  the  body,  free 
from  irritating  qualities,  to  agravate  the  dif- 
eafe,  the  fimplicity  of  which  in  time  changes 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood  and  juices,  from  a hot 
inflammatory  ftate,  to  that  of  a pure  healing 
kind,  and  render  the  folids  lefs  fufceptable  of 
feverilh  heat. 

For  when  the  lungs,  or  the  membranes  lead- 
ing to,  or  furrounding  them,  are  become  in- 
flamed from  colds,  or  any  other  caufe,  the 
blood  which  is  prepared  from  eating  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  things,  is  of  a very  humiliating 
nature,  and  produces  that  kind  of  effeft,  as 
urine  does,  when  applied  to  the  eyes,  or  fait 
water  to  a wound;  this  irritation  caufes  fpahn, 
and,  by  its  cffidts,  hurries  the  blood  through  the 
lungs  falter  than  it  ought  to  do,  to  be  properly 
it  rained,  and  purified,  and  mixed  with  air,  (which 
is  the  natural  office  of  the  lungs  to  perform) 
this  alfo  quickens  the  pulfe  as  quick  again  as 
it  does  in  health,  and  creates  a difturbance  to 

thg 
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the  whole  frame;  the  fever  is  thus  kept  up,  and 
the  conftitution  is  worn  out,  by  the  conftant 
a&ion,  and  re-a&ion  of  nature,  in  attempting  to 
remove  it. 

There  is  fo  much  obfervance  neceflary  in 
this  matter,  that  even  very  mild  food  may  pro- 
duce bad  chyle,  and  therefore  an  irritating  prin- 
ciple to  the  blood,  animal  fibres,  nerves,  or 
whatever  elfe  conveys  the  aftive  principle  of 
life  or  difeafe  • I will  not  difpute  with  cafuifts, 
which  of  them  does  it ; be  it  fufficient,  that  in 
my  opinion,  a very  hearty  meal  taken  of  rice, 
or  any  other  food  equally  innocent,  may,  by  dif- 
tending  the  ftomach,  leffen  the  free  action  of  the 
heart  and  lungs  •,  by  overloading  the  powers  of 
digeflion,  and  by  filling  the'  inteftines  with 
more  chyle  than  can  be  properly  prepared,  may 
produce  all  the  mifchief  we  want  to  avoid. 

Therefore,  for  the  above  reafons,  we  recom- 
mend, that  confumptive  perfons  fhould  take 
only  a little  food  at  a time,  but  repeat  it  the 
oftener;  they  fhould  not  be  fo  careful  to  attend 
to  regular  meals,  but  ftudy  more  what  will  re- 
move the  caule  of  the  difeafe,  than  pleafe  the 

palate. 


84  On  CONSUMPTIONS. 


palate.  An  ingenious  perfon,  may  make,  or 
prepare,  an  almoft  endlefs  variety  ofdifhes,  from 
the  vaft  tribe  of  fruits,  vegetables,  & c.  to 
fatisfy  the  defires  of  a reafonable  being,  with- 
out meat;  potatoes  may  be  boiled,  baked, 
roafted,  and  prepared  in  a variety  of  ways— 
rice,  fago,  miller,  i'alep,  tapioka,  pearl  bar* 
ley,  &c.  will  make  a numerous  tribe  of  plcaf* 
ingrepafts;  falads,  and  ripe  fruits*  marmalades, 
and  preferves*  jellies,  and  preparations  of  them  i 
with  good  light  well  baked  bread,  will  furnifh 
moft  delicious  banquets  intheir  turn.  But  of  all 
the  moft  generally  ufeful  and  acceptable  foods, 
milk  claims  the  preference,  and  will  admit  of 
abundance  of  means  to  make  it  palatable  and  * 
ufeful.  Rennet  whey,  in  confumptive  cafes, 
as  well  as  in  many  others,  is  beyond  all  praile, 
in  my  opinion  * the  living  entirely  upon  rennet 
whey  and  a little  white  bread,  and  baked  apples^ 
for  about  fix  weeks,  reftored  to  health  the  author 
of  this,  from  a ftate  the  moft  dangerous ; and  he 
truly  may  fay  he  was  ftarved  into  life.  A 
quart  or  three  pints  or  more,  fhould  be  drank 
daily. 


Permit  me  here  to  remark,  that  much  mif* 
chief  is  done  by  a common  cuftom,  of  weakly 
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perfons  going  to  drink  the  milk  from  the  cow, 
(as  it  is  termed)  it  is  in  general  too  rich  for  the 
ftomach,  and  is  apt  to  curdle,  and  elpecially 
when  rum  is  mixed  with  it,  a very  common, 
but  a very  pernicious  cuftom.  Doftor  Fo- 
fchergill  took  great  pains  to  abolilh  this  very 
dangerous  practice — In  general  milk  is  belt 
for  confumptive  perfons,  and  other  valetudi- 
narians, after  it  has  been  fkimmed,  or  the  grofier 
parts  feparated  by  cream  of  tartar,  oranges,  le- 
mons, forrel,  raifins,  or  fome  other  grateful 
acid.  Buttermilk,  affes,  goats,  or  mares  milk, 
may  be  taken  in  their  natural  ftate,  being 
much  lighter  than  that  of  cows.  Some  phyficians 
have  had  opinions,  that  milk  would  be  more 
falutary,  were  the  cattle  to  be  fed  on  particular 
herbs,  but  in  mine,  this  purpofe  will  be 
better  anfwered,  by  making  a ftrong  infufion 
of  the  herbs  you  want,  and  mixing  milk  with 
it,  as  you  will  then  certainly  know  the  exadt 
proportion  of  the  herbs  which  you  receive, 
otherwife  not.  Turnips  baked  in  equal  parts  of 
milk  and  water,  and  the  juice  afterwards  (train- 
ed, and  fweetened  with  fugar- candy,  and  drunk 
often,  is  very  ufeful  for  coughs,  as  well  as 
iiourifliment. 
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The  following  is  a moft  excellent  food, 
which  may  be  made  and  taken  at  pleafure;  it 
tnay  receive  a variety  of  flavours  from  rofe 
water*  orgeat*  orange  flower  water*  &c. 

Take  of  fice,  pearl  barley,  fago,  and  of 
Candied  eryngo  root,  of  each  one  ounce,  boil 
thefe  in  three  quarts  of  water,  till  half  is  con- 
fumed,  and  towards  the  end  put  in  a quart  of 
milk,  then  let  the  whole  boil  a little  and  (train 
it  for  ufe  ; or  thofe  who  choofe,  may  eat  it  all 
as  it  isj  thofe  who  are  very  weakly  had  better 
(train  it  5 it  will  be  as  light  as  afies  milk, 
and  more  nourilhing,  and  not  fo  liable  to  caufe 
a purging.  A quarter  of  a pint  fhould  be  taken 
three  or  four  times  a day  a little  warm. 

Lettuces*  faVoys,  cauliflowers,  artichokes, 
peafe,  beans,  turnips,  fcorzenera,  falfafy,  and 
afparagus,  &c.  &c.  may  be  freely  indulged  in, 
cooked  in  a variety  of  ways*  It  is  very  obfer- 
vable,  that  the  hiftory  of  medicine  furnifhes  us 
with  a number  of  cafes  of  perfons,  having  reco- 
vered, after  both  phyficians  and  friends,  had 
given  them  up  to  die*,  thefe  perfons  have 
been  reftored  by  living  entirely  upon  cucumbers, 

grapes 
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grapes,  melons,  water-c relies,  milk  and  bread, 
or  Tome  one  of  them.  There  may  be  a few  cafes 
of  confumption,  or  of  confumption  of  a par- 
ticular kind,  where  more  generous  nourifhment 
mult  be  allowed,  but  thefe  are  rare:  but  fo  lon» 

O 

as  appetite  is  more  confulted  than  health,  and  fo 
long  as  medical  men  continue  to  indulge  it, 
rather  than  difpleafe  their  patients,  confump- 
tions  will  be  common,  and  will  prove  fatal!  an 
indulgent  phyfician,  in  thefe  cafes,  is  like  a mild 
judge  to  a defperate  criminal,  who  injures  fo-. 
ciety  by  miftaken  lenity. 

The  drinks  Ihould  be  rennet  whey,  the  com- 
mon emulfion,  Briflol  water.  Seltzer  water,  or 
any  light  pure  cooling  drinks;  they  may  be  aci- 
dulated with  oranges,  lemons,  apples,  currants, 
tamarinds,  or  other  fruits,  or  fweetened  with  ho- 
ney, capillaire,  orgeat,  &c.  but  wines,  beer,  ales, 
and  all  fpirituous,  or  fermented  liquors,  fhould 
be  confidered  as  improper*  they  promote  fever, 
and  inflammation,  excite  coughing,  and  encreafe 
the  difeafe.  Coffee,  or  tea,  cocoa,  &c.  may  bq 
drunk,  provided  they  be  not  taken  too  hot,  or 
in  two  large  a quantity  at  a time,  and  with  one 
third  of  fkimmed  milk  mixed  with  them,  an4 
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not  found  to  affeft  the  nerves.  If  fo  their  ufe  is 
improper — Butter,  cheefe,  and  cream,  are  too 
rich,  irritating  and  grofs  to  be  allowed  with  pro- 
priety.' 

Next  to  proper  food,  drinks,  and  medicines,’ 
pure  air  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  re- 
covery of  comfumptive  perfons;  and  we  are  well 
adored  that  it  is  not  fnfficiently  attended  to  by 
the  faculty,  or  we  Ihould  not  fee  fo  many  per- 
ions  in  the  laft  ftage  of  the  diforder,  before  they 
are  fent  out  of  London,  and  other  large  towns. 

The  air  of  large  cities  is  certainly  bad  for  di- 
feafed  lungs,  and  I fear  that  the  air  of  Iflington, 
Brompton,  Chelfea,  Kenlington,  &c.  is  not  fuf- 
ficiently  ventilated  or  free  from  the  effluvia  of 
London  fmoke,to  make  them  fo  advantageous  as 
more  lofty  fituations,  or  thofe  a few  miles  farther 
from  town'* *.-  The  fituation  mull  be  fuited  to  the 
nature  of  the  d ifeafe  and  to  the  time  of  year,  or  fe- 
verity  of  the  feafon ; it  would  be  abfurd  to  fend 

■ ■ ■ 

* Nor  can  anyplace  be  wholefome  for  difeafed  lungs 
where  ftagnant  waters,  or  the  contaminated  air  arifing 
from  putrid  vegetables  abounds,  which  is  the  cafe  near 
many  large  nurferies,  and  in  many  places  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  river. 

* 1 
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a very  weakly  perfon  in  the  middle  of  winter,  on 
the  fummit  of  Hampftead  or  Highgate  Hills,  or 
to  bleak  Black  Heath,  but  warm  mild  fitua- 
tions  may  be  found  even  in  winter,  near  to  the 
above  places,  which  are  iheltered  from  the  cold- 
er winds,  yet  enjoying  the  benefit  of  pure  air. 

In  that  elegant  poem  on  the  art  of  preferving 
health,  the  following  compliment  was  paid  very 
defervedly  to  Hampftead. 

But  if  thebufy  town. 

Attract  thee  ftill  to  toil  for  power  or  gold. 

Sweetly  thou  mayft  thy  vacant  hours  poffefs 
In  Hampftead,  courted  by  the  weftern  wind. 

Much  might  be  faid  on  the  variety  of  fitua- 
tions  which  would  be  injurious  or  falutary  to 
confer.* live  perfons,  but  would  take  more  time 
than  we  can  here  admicj  luch  a work,  executed 
with  ability  and  candour,  in  our  opinion,  would 
be  a valuable  acquifition  to  the  public. 

The  next  thing  which  I have  to  recommend, 
is  a proper  regulation  of  exercile.  There  is  no- 
thing more  injurious  to  confumptive  perfons  than 
riding  on  horfe-back  at  improper  times,  or  in  an 
improper  degree,  for  altho’  it  (lands  recommend- 
ed by  the  higheft  authorities,  both  ancient  and 

modern, 
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modern,  yet  it  has  not  been  fufficiently  limited  to 
prove  of  benefit,  without  very  frequently  being 
’injurious.  If  there  be  fever,  fpitting  of  blood, 
violent  coughs,  attended  with  pains  in  the  chefb 
or  fide,  or  a very  quick  pulfe,  much  exercife  of 
any  kind  is  improper;  but  where  thefe  do  not 
prevail,  gentle  riding,  and  enereafed  by  degrees, 
as  theconftitution  can  bear,  by  giving  a general 
and  equal  exercife  to  the  whole  frame,  makes 
it  falutary  and  agreeable,  if  taken  properly; 
for  the  times  of  riding,  require  attention  to 
diredt  judicioufly  the  feafon  of  the  year,  tempo- 
rature  of  the  climate,  and  the  fituation,  muft  be 
all  well  confidered. 

To  ride  very  early  in  the  morning,  before 
the  fun  has  warmed  the  air,  and  difperfed  the 
dew,  or  fog,  is  very  injurious,  and  likely  to  en- 
creafe  the  cough  ; or  if  the  patient  be  recover- 
ing, may  bring  on  a return  of  the  complaint. 

It  is  equally  improper  to  ride  in  the  middle  of  , 
a hot  day,  or  be  expofed  to  the  fervid  heat  of 
the  fun,  as  alfo  too  late  in  the  evening,  when 
the  dews  are  falling,  for  the  lungs  are  fufeep- 
tible  of  the  leaft  impropriety  in  thefe  refpe&s, 
and  thofe  who  know  the  hazard,  will  do  well 

not 
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not  to  venture.  The  riding  in  a coach  or  cha- 
riot, failing  in  a boat,  or  any  other  eafy  exer- 
cife  in  the  open  air,  is  preferable  to  walking,  or 
any  other  that  occafions  much  fatigue. 

The  minds  of  confumptive  perfons  fhould 
be  kept  as  tranquil  as  poffible;  great  anxiety 
after  bufinefs,  pleafure,  or  ftudy,  or  any  other 
thing,  which  has  a tendency  to  ruffle  the  nerves  or 
diforder  the  frame;  but  fuch  light  things  as  will, 
amufethe  mind,  and  pafs  the  time  away  chear- 
fully,  will  contribute  to  the  cure.  Nor  need 
I fay  that  anger,  or  any  violent  paffion,  proves 
extremely  injurious  to  confumptive  perfons. 
Dancing,  fhouting,  reading,  or  talking  loud, 
finging,  or  blowing  wind  inftruments,  or  any 
means  which  call  for  much  exertion  of  the 
lungs,  is  improper.  The  patient  fhould  keep 
the  body  in  as  eafy  an  upright  poflure  as  pof- 
fible,  therefore  fhould  be  careful  to  avoid  lean- 
ing on  the  chef!,  and  to  let  the  blood  have  a 
free  equal  circulation  by  refraining  from  tight 
garters,  tight  flays,  &c.  and,  it  is  no  inconfide- 
rable  moment  for  the  patient  to  lie  moderately 
cool  in  bed,  and  on  a matrafs  particularly  where 
night-fweats  prevail;  nor  need  I fay,  to  go  to 
bed  foon  in  the  evening,  and  rife  early  in  the 

morning. 
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morning.  It  would  be  much  happier  if  patients 
could  be  brought  to  conlider  how  much  a fpeedy 
and  permanent  recovery  depends  upon  the  ob- 
fervance  of  fuch  trifling  circumftances,  and  how 
little  a matter  deranges  the  frame  of  a valetudi- 
narian ! which,  by  being  negledted  time  after 
time,  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  eftablilh  a 
fund  of  good  health  again  *,  nor  can  I better 
conclude  than  by  the  following  lines  from  that 
excellent  poem  of  Dr.  John  Armftrong,  o& 
the  art  of  preferving  health. 

.. While  the  vital  fire 
, Burns  feebly,  heap  not  the  green  fuel  on  ; 

But  prudently  foment  the  wand’ring  fpark 
With  what  the  fooneff  feels  its  kindred  touch ; 

Be  frugal  even  of  that,  a little  give 
Atfirft;  that  kindled,  add  a little  more  ; 

•Fill,  by  deliberate  nourifhing,  the  flame 
Reviv’d,  with  all  its  wonted  vigour  glows. 
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